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Introduction 


This  report  presents  a  review  of  the  current  research  Drojects 
conducted  by  the  Massachusetts  Department  cf  Correction.  Pesearci 
Division  during  19.80,     Included  in  this  report  are  abstracts 
which  summarize  specific  findincs  of  each  cf  the  individuals 
studies  cited. 


.reas  cf  research  conducted  by  the  Unit  during  1980 


Tne  curst  section  consists  or  tnree  evaluative  reports  cone  by 
the  Re-search  Division  during  198  0.     One  report  examines  tie  area 
board  classification  system  formerly  used  by  the  department; 
a  seoarace  report  examines  and  evaluates  the  Care  About  Now  (.CAN 


ex  amine  tic 


uvenile  counseling  croc-ran.  at  waioole 


known  as  the  Reach  Out  Program. 

Section  two  contains  abstracts  geared  toward  community 
reintegration  in  Massachusetts  for  incarcerated  individuals. 
Cne  series  cf  reports  examines  these  individuals  who  were 
placed  at  facilities  operated  by  Massachusetts  Halfway  Reuses, 
Inc.     Along  those  same  lines,   research  was  dene  that  focused  cr. 
women  at  the  Charlotte  House  program  and  also  individuals  whe 
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had  been  placed  at  one  of  the  drug  contract  houses. 

Section  three  contains  abstracts  that  concern  studies 
referred  to  as  operational  management  studies.     The  firs-  retort 
details  an  attempt  at  developing  a  Salient  Factor  Scale  fcr  use 
by  the  Department.     Also,   in  an  attempt  to  update  and  improve 
cur  information  system,   two  validation  studies  are  described 
that  lock  at  "the  data  and  evaluates  the  accuracy  of  the  information 

Section  four  focuses  on  reports  that  examined  recent  trends 
in  the  Department  of  Correction.     These  reports  looked  at  both 
commitments  and  movements  in  the  department  to  determine  if  there 
are  any  significant  new  trends.     Also,   one  report  examined  the 
population  of  women  who  had  been  released  from  MCI— Framingham , 
the  walled  institution  for  women  in  Massachusetts. 

The  final  section  consists  of  seven  annual  statistical 
repcrus ,  which  describe  background  characteristics  of  individuals 
committed  to  and  released  from  Massachusetts  Correctional 
Institutions  and  Houses  of  Correction.     Also,   repcrus  describing 
population  movements  in  the  system  and  participation  in  uhe 
furlough  program;  are  included. 

Copies  of  the  complete  studies  may  be  obtained  by  writing  to: 

Research  Unit 

Massachusetts  Department  of  Ccrreccicr. 
100  Cambridge  Street,   21st  Floor 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02202 


■v 


iron  or  Area  Board  Classification  at  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Correction  Interim  Report  II : 
Correlates  of  Classification 
Recommendations  and  Decisions 
#189 

1980  Ellen  Chayet 

Paul  Jones 


—  s  repcri  is  the  seoonc  ir.  a  series  mat  ev 
Board  classification,  which,  was  one  process  that  enabled  inmate 
inter— institutional  transfers.     Building  upon  an  overall  frame- 
work  established  in  the  first  report,   a  process  description, 
one  paper  develops  prcfiles  of  cases  in  selected  security  level 
recommendation  cr  decision  categories,   and  discusses  their  putative 
underlying  rationales. 

Data  collected  fcr  the  590  sample  cases  were  extensive, 
comprised  of  decision  variables,   factors  specific  to  the  Board 
hearing,   and  inmate  characteristics  including  institutional 
experience,   criminal  history,   personal  background,   and  nature  cf 
the  current  offense.     Over  150  discrete  variables  were  utilized 
in  the  analysis. 

Bindings  highlighted  the  primary  emphasis  placed  on  security 
risk  and  facility  management  when  making  placement  determinations. 
This  was  indicated  both  in  rationales  for  recommendations  and 
decisions,  as  well  as  inmate  characteristics.     Individual  program, 
needs  were  addressed  secondarily,   usually  as  a  condition 
accompanying  a  placement  decision. 

Profiles   cf  men    Ca).  recommended  by  Area  Boards   fcr  lower 
security;    (b;    approved  by  Central  Office  fcr  lower  security;  and 
Co),  approved  at  this  level  fcr  higher  security /remain  in  current 
status,    did  not  deviate  from  what  was  expected.     Lower  security 
cases  were  apt  to  have  adjusted  more  fully  to  incarceration, 
which  includes  displaying    Lin  the  Board's   opinion)    a  better 
attitude  and  greater  motivation,   and  to  have  more  extensive 
community  linkages.     The  converse  cf  these  characteristics  describe 
men  approved  for  higher  security  settings,   or  fcr  no  transfer. 

Other  findings,  warranting  additional  investigation,  were 
cited.     Men  approved  for  lower  security  tended  to  be  further  from 
parole  eligibility.     Unanimous  security  recommendations  by  Area 
Boards  were  more  likely  to  he  approved  by  Central  Cffice  as 
opposed  to  these  including  a  minority  dissent.     Finally,  Boarc 
assessment  cf  motivation  and  attitude,   both  subjective  indicators, 
weighed  heavily  in  placement  deliberations. 


-8- 


The  study  concludes  with  a  series  cf   imp li cations  fcr  policy 
based  on  the  finding  that  the  dominant  coal  of  classification  is 
security  management  "and  protection  of  society.     More  research  is 
planned  cc  assess  the  overall  effectiveness,   in  terms  cf  success 
at  subsequent  placements ,   cf  the  processes  described  in  these 
reoorcs . 
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kn  Evaluation  of  Compli 


cnce  anc  Process  Description 
Of  the  Care  About  Now    (CAN)  Program 

#200 


July,    19  8  0 


Paul  ucr.es 


The  treatment  of  substance  abusers  in  adult  correctional 
facilities  has  presented  itself  as  an  ever  growing  challenge 
io  the  administrators  and  on  line  staff  of  these  facilities. 
Recognizing  that  the  needs  cf  the  substance  abuser  differ  from 
uhcse  cf  the  general  orison  population,   the  Massachusetts 
Department  cf  Correction,   through  available  federal  funding 
awarded  a  grant  to  the  Care  About  Now   (CAN )  Program. 


;ne  Care  About  Now  Procrram  is  a  substance 


_  a  —  c 


moce_  soeci::cai:v  - 


nrpri    -  r>~ 


:or  oxxenders  wno  are  aiccic_ 


dependent.     This  program  is  unique  in  that  it  deals  with  all 

areas  of  need,   such  as  vocational,   legal  issues,   educational  goals, 

etc.,   rather  than  addressincr  the  issue  of  substance  abuse  alone. 


presented  in  this  retort  was  collected  from  CAN 1 s 


year  pricr  to  CAN's  emergence  into  the  correctional  system. 

Analysis  of  the  data  revealed  a  few  noteworthy  differences 
between  the  two  groups. 

First  the  CAN  people  were  more  likely  to  need  legal  issues 
addressed  pricr  to  their  first  transfer  to  another  facility.  This 
action  allowed  fcr  greater  flexibility  in  establishing  the  security 
level  status  cf  each  resident. 

A  second  major  difference  noted  was  that  CAN  was  included  is 
refer  its  clients  to  a  staff  psychologist  rather  than  to  some  type 
cf  counseling  session. 

Lastly,   tabulations  done  on  their  three  day  training  workshop 
revealed  that  the  on-line  staff  who  attended  the  seminar  recommended 
it  to  their  peers,   and  added  that  the  workshop  content  provided 
them  with  skills  necessary  for  the  prompt  delivery  cf  services  tc 
the  alcoholic  offender. 


It  is  made  evident  through  this  report  that  CAN  succeeded  in 
achieving  its  program  goals  during  its  first  six  months  cf 
operation.     Similarly,  the  DOC  has  found  a  treatment  model  thai 


actresses 


.1  issues  cf  the  suhstance  abuser 
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The  report  also  states  that  CAN  program  should  be  expanded 
to  include  all  institutions  and  not  confine  itself  to  the 
Reception  Diagnostic  Center. 
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Reach  Out 


A  Review  of  Relevant  Literature  and  a 

'articioants 

=  205 


Statistical 


September 


198C 


j  csett 


h  T 


andolf , 


Recent  publicity  generated  by  the  documentary  "Scared 
Straight"  prompted  inquiries  from  Massachusetts  Correctional 
Administrators  regarding  Reach  Out,   a  juvenile  counseling  program, 
conducted  by  inmates  at  the  maximum  security  institution  at  MCI- 
Walpole.     The  intent  of  this  report  was  twofold.     First/   a  review 
of  previous  and  existing  inmate  sponsored  juvenile  counseling 
programs  was   conducted.     Additionally,    a  statistical  prcfile  of 
the  Reach  Out  inmate  participants  comprised  of  prior  criminal 
history,   personal  history  background  and  furlough  history  data 
was  conducted.     Data  presented  in  the  inmate  participant  prcfile 
was  compared  to  similar  data  available  on  residents  of  the 
Massachusetts  Correctional  Institutions  on  January  1,  1979. 
Analysis  cf  the  data  revealed  several  noteworthy  differences 
between  the  two  populations.     First,   it  was  noted  that  in  all 
instances  the  Reach  Out  inmate  participants  exhibited  a  dispro- 
protionately  greater  number  cf  individuals  with  pricr  incarcerations, 
paroles,   and  parole  violations  cf  any  type.     Lastly,   analysis  cf 
the  data  reflecting  present  offense,   determined  that  the  Reach  Out 
inmate  participants  tended  to  be  cider  at  the  time  of  their  present 
Incarceration  and  more  likely  than  the  comparison  Massachusetts 
Correctional  Institution  population  to  be  incarcerated  for 
offense  against  the  person,   specifically  the  crime  of  armed 
r  cbberv . 
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Community  Reintegration  Reports 


The  Massachusetts  Department  of  Correction  provides  several 
studies  each  year  dealing  with  the  effectiveness  of  community 
Reintegration  Programs.     This  year  studies  were  published  dealing 
with  Massachusetts  Halfway  House  Programs,  Drug  Contract  House 
Programs  ,   and  Charlcuue  House  Programs. 


.e  cz  eaon  01  tnese  crocrrarr.s  ,    a  co- 


analyses,  and  a  recidivism  fellow— up .  Finally  -here  is  one  study 
throughout  state  and  federal  corrections  systems. 
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Client  Profile  -  Massachusetts  Halfway  Houses,  Inc. 

1377  and  1978  Releases 
#187 

March,   1980  Lawrence  T.  Williams 


Tmis  repcrr  examines  resiaems  releasee  rrom  raci_icies 
operated  by  Massachusetts  Halfway  Houses,  Inc.  (MHHI)  during 
IS .7  7   and  1978. 

There  were  a  cecal  cf  162  Individuals  released  in  1977  and 
135  released  in  19-78.      In  1977,    25  individuals  cr  14%  of  the 
cecal  release  population  &sca.ped  from  MHHI  facilities  compared 
cc  20  individuals  cr  14%  in  1978.     The  completion  race  fcr  the 
1977   sample  was  75%  compared  to  a  rate  cf  71%  in  1978. 

The  report  further  develops  a  profile  cf  the  typical  MHHI 
crocrrain  participant  durinc  1977  and  197  8. 
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A  Profile  of  Characteristics  Distinguishing  Between 
Program  Completers  and  Program  Non-Completers  at 
Massachusetts  Halfway  Houses,  Inc.- 
1977  And  1978  Releases 
#188 

March,   19-80  Lawrence  T.  Williams 


Tuts  repcru  examines  one  characteristics  uha-  distinguish 
between  program,  completers  and  pr  or  rami  non— completers  for  resi- 
dents released  from  Massachusetts  Halfway  Houses,   Inc.  during 
19"  7  and  197  8. 

Fcr  ore  total  combined  sample  of  1977  and  1976  releases, 

significant  differences.  Some  of  the  mere  important  variables 
were: 


Variables  Completion  Rate 

1)  .      Number  of  Furloughs 

One  or  None  53% 

Two  or  More  £1% 

2]       Prior  Juvenile  Commitments 

None  8  0% 
One  or  2-icre                                                               .  54% 

2)  .       Age  au  Firsu  Arrest 

16  Years  or  Younger  62% 

17  Years  or  Older  £3% 

4)  .      Committing  Institution 

Walpole  84% 

Concord  cr  Framing ham  67% 

5)  Number  cf  Successful  Furlough  Outcomes 

One  56% 


Two  or  More 


SI* 
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Variables    ComDletion  Rate 


6)  Number  of  Prior  Court  Appearances 

15  or  Less  77% 

16  or  More  61% 

7)  Minimum  Sentence 

Indeterminate  6  8% 

Non- Indeterminate  80% 

8)  .       Age  ar  Release 

22  Years  or  Younger  6  5% 

23  Years  or  Older  77% 

9-1       Age  a~  ?re-Release  Placement 

2  0  Years  or  Younger  64% 

21  Years  or  Older  7  6% 


For  the  19.77  releasee  population,   there  were  fifteen  varia- 
bles that  produced  statistically  significant  differences.  For 
una  1S7E  releasee  population,   there  were  seven  variables  thar 
produced  statistically  significant  differences. 
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Client  Profile  -  Drug  Contract 
1977  And  19 7 3 " Releases 
#191 


nouses 


May,  1980 


-avrer.ce  T 


Williams 


This  report  examines  and  provides  a  profile  of  those  resi- 
dents released  from  drug  contract  houses  during  1977  and  197 S. 

There  were  a  total  of  33  individuals  released  in  1977  and 
55  released  in  197S.     In  1977,   10  individuals  or  30%  cf  the  -oral 
releasee  population  escaped  from  these  houses  compared  re  19 
individuals  or  35%  in  1978.     The  completion  rate  fcr  the  1977 
sample  vras   4  5%  and  fcr  rhe  197  8  sample,   the  completion  rare  was 
49%.     If  those  individuals  who  voluntarily  returned  to  rheir 
sending  institutions  are  included  in  the  uotals  fcr  computing 
the  completion  rares ,   rhere  would  be  a  completion  rare  of  44% 
for  rhe  1977   sample  and  42%  for  the  1978  completion  rate. 
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Characterrstics  Distinguishing  Between 
Program  Completers  and  Program  Non -Completers  For 
Drug  Contract  Houses,   1977  and  1978  Releases 

#192  " 

May,   19  80  Lawrence  T.  Will 


This  report  examines  the  characteristics  that  distinguish 
between  program  completers  and  program  non— completers  for 
residents  released  from  the  drug  contract  houses  during  IS 77 
and  197  8. 

For  uhe  combined  sample  for  1977  and  1978,   there  were  seven 
variables  that  produced  statistically  significant  differences. 
In  order  of  ohe:  r  su.cr.if  icance-,   the  Variables  were: 


Variables  Completion  Rate 

11       Age  £u  First  Arrest 

16  Years  or  Younger  33% 

17  Years  or  Older  66% 

2)  .       Number  cf  Prior  Juvenile  Incarcerations 

None  57% 
One  cr  More  29% 

3)  Institution  Received  From 

Walpole  22% 
Non-Walpole - Institution  54% 

4)  Number  cf  Successful  Furlough  Outcomes 

One  • 

Two  or  More  7  0%. 

5)  Number  of  Prior  Charges  for  Property 
Offenses 

Five  or  Fewer  £3% 
Six  or  More  38? 

6)  Number  of  Furloughs 


One  cr  None 


41% 


Cwo  or  More  — 


1 


ire  a 
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An  Analysis  of  Recidivism  Among  Residents 
Released  From  Drug  Contract  Houses: 
1977  And  1978  Releases 
#197- 


Julv,  1980 


-avrence  T 


Th-is  report  examines  the  recidivism  rates  for  individuals 
released  from  drug  contract  houses  during  1977  and  197S. 

After  an  analysis  of  the  data,   the  following  conclusions 
can  be  reached:   of  the  21  individuals  who  were  released  uo  uhe 
sureets  from  a  drug  contract  house  in  1977,   one  individual 
recidivated,   giving  a  recidivism  rate  of  5%.     Of  those  residents 
released  during  197S,   there  were  13  releases  and  two  were 
recidivists  during  the  one  year  follow-up  period  giving  a 
recidivism  raue  of  15%.     Fcr  the  combined  sample  cf  releases  from 
drug  contract  houses  during  197  7   and  1978,   there  were  3  4  individuals 
released  and  3  were  returned  during  the  year  follow-up  giving 
a  recidivism,  rare  of  9-%. 


-21- 


An  Analysis  of  Recidivism  Among  Residents 
Released  From  the  Massachusetts  Halfway 
Houses,   Inc.   1977  and  1978  Releases 
#198 


July,   19  8  0 


Lawrence 


Williams 


This  repcrr  analyzes  recidivism:  raies  for  individuals  who 
were  released  from  facilities  operated  by  the  Massachusetts 
Halfway  Houses,    Inc.    CMHKX)    during  19  77  and  197  8. 

?cr  the  combined  sample  cf  1977  and  1978  MHHI  releases,  36 
individuals  cut  cf  3  06  had  been  reincarcerated  during  the  one-year 
follow-up  period  giving  a  recidivism  rate  cf  12%.     Fcr  rhose 
individuals  who  had  been  released  during  1977,   twenty— one  cf  the 
185  individuals  had  been  reincarcerated,   giving  a  recidivism  rare 
of  11%.     One-hundred  twenty— one  individuals  were  released  during 
197  8  and  15  cf  them  had  been  reincarcerated  during  the  one-year 
follow-up,   giving  a  recidivism  rate  of  12%. 

Massachusetts  Halfway  Houses,   Inc.  pre-release  program,  panic 
pants  had  statistically  significantly  lower  rares  of  recidivism 
fcr  19.77  releases  and  fcr  the  combined  sample  of  1977  and  1978 
releases  than  uheir  expected  rates.     For  the  197  8  releases,  the 
MEHJ  pre-release  programs  participants  had  a  lower  actual  rare  cf 
recidivism  than  uhe  expected  rate  but  the  difference  was  not 
statistically  significant. 
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Client  Profile  -  Charlotte  House  1977 
And  1978  Releases 
=  201 

August,    19  8  0  Lawrence  T.  Williams 


This  report  is  concerned  with  women  released  from  Charlotte 
se  durinq  1977  and  197  8. 


There  were  a  total  of  27  women  released  in  1977  and  18  women 
released  in  197  8.     In  19  77,    15  of  the  27  women  successfully 
completed  the  program  ar  Charlotte  House,   giving  a  completion 
raue  of  56%.      In  1978,    12  cf  the  18  women  successfully  completed 
uhe  program.,   giving  a  completion  rate  of  67%.     In  197  7  ,   6  ouu  of 
the  27  women  in  uhe  program,  escaped,   giving  an  escape  raue  cf  22% 
Fcr  197  8,   one  woman  escaped  out  of  the  18  women  in  the  program, 
qivinq  an  escaoe  rate  of  6% . 
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A  Profile  cf  Characteristics  Distinguishing 
Between  Program  Completers  and  Program  Non- 
Completers  at  Charlotte  House:   1977  and  197  £  Releases 

=  202 

August,    19  8  0  Lawrence  T.  Williams 


This  report  examines  the  characteristics  that  distinguish 
between  program  completers  and  program  non-completers  fcr  women 
released  fro~:  Charlotte  House  during  1977   and  1978. 

?cr  uhe  sample  cf  combined  1977  and  1978  releases,  uhere 
were  twelve  variables  that  produced  statistically  significant 
dif  f  erence-s  .  In  order  cf-  their  significance,   the  variables 

were : 


Variables  Completion  Rate 

1)       Time  or.  Job  cf  longest  Duration 

less  than  1  Year 
1  Year  or  longer 

2}       Age  au  Charlotte  House  Placement  and 
Age  At  Release 


25  Years  or  Younger  3  5% 

25  Years  or  Older  .  80% 

31       Age  au  First  Arrest 

17  Years  or  Younger      .  18% 

18  Years  or  Older  71% 

4)  .       Number  cf  Prior  Suate  or  Federal  Incarcerations 

None  71% 

One  or  More  13% 

5)  .       Time  at  Most  Skilled  Position 


less  Than  One  Year 
One  Year  or  More 


41% 
88% 
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Variables  Completion  Rate 

6)  Number  of  Charges  for  Property  Offenses 

One  or  None  7  9% 

Two  or  More  38% 

7)  Number  of  Court  Appearances 

Three  or  Fewer  81% 
Four  or  More  4  2% 

8)  rime  Span-  ar  Chariot te  House 


7  Mor.uhs  or  Less  50% 

8  Months  or  More  10  0 

9)  .       Age  at  Incarceration 

21  Years  or  Younger  22% 

22  Years  or  Older  69% 

10)  Marital  Status 

Single  44  \ 

Oth  P-r  £  2  % 

11)  .     Number  of  Charges  for  Escape  Offenses 

None 

One  or  More 
121     Number  of  Any  Prior  Incarcerations 
None 

One  or  Miore 


22< 


IV- 


1 
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Comparison  of  Program  Participants 
Massachusetts  Halfway  Houses,  Inc. 
1979  Releases 
#211 

Lawrence  T.  Williams 
>ecember ,   19  8  0  John  Harrington 


This  report  examines  those  residents  released  from  facilities 
operated  by  Massachusetts  Ealfway  Houses,   Inc.  during  "the  year 
197  9.     A  comparison  of  clients  in  each  particular  halfway  house 
program  was  carried  out  to  determine  what  characteristics  or 
variables  existed  that  distinguished  individuals  in  the  different 
programs . 

The  analysis  resulted  in  the  finding  that  the  699  House 
program  and  the  Temporary  Housing  Project  facility  differed  signifi 
cantly  from  the  other  three  programs  operated  by  Massachusetts 
Halfway  Houses,   Inc.     Those  individuals  who  were  serviced  by 
Massachusetts  Halfway  Houses  who  constituted  the  most  serious  risJcs 
tended  to  concentrate  in  the  6  9.9  House  program.     The  Temporary 
Housing  Project  tended  to  service  youthful  offenders  who  began 
their  criminal    [delinquent ).  involvement  at  a  younger  age  than  those 
of  the  ether  programs  but  who  had  not  established  extensive 
records  as  adults.     The  Brooke  House  population  were  individuals 
who  were  less  serious  offenders  and  better  risks  than  those 
residents  of  the  other  MKHI  oroarams. 
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A  Profile  of  Characteristics  That  Distinguish  Successful 
Completers  &  Unsuccessful  Completers  for  Individuals 
Released  From  Massachusetts  Halfway  Houses,  Inc. 

Durina  1979 
=  212^ 

Lawrence  T.  Williams 
December,    19  80  John  Harrington 


This  report  examines  the  population  of  residents  released 


those  characteristics 


.rway  Houses,   Inc.   during  1979 
'tat  were  significant  in  distinguishing 


successful  completers  from  unsuccessful  completers 


For  those  residents  released  during  1979,   there  were  twenty- 
two  variables  that  distinguished  the  completers  from  the  non- 
completers.     The  variables  are  listed  below,    in  order  cf 
their  significance. 


Variables  Completion  Rate 

I).       Number  of  Furloughs 

One  or  More  23% 

Two  or  More  6  3% 

21       Number  cf  Successful  Furlough  Outcomes 

5  or  Fewer  61% 

6  or  More  "     9  0% 

3         Known  Drug  use 

None  86% 

Some  59% 

4)  .       Number  cf  Charges  for  Person  Offenses 

5  or  Fewer  78% 

6  or  More  50% 

5)  .       Time  at  Job  of  Longest  Duration 

One  Month  or  Less  2  7% 

Two  Months  or  More  6  8% 
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Variables  Completion  Rate 

6)  Number  of  Charges  For  Property  Offenses 

5  or  Fewer  82% 

6  or  More  59% 

7) .       Number  cf  Minor  Disciplinary  Reports 

None  '9% 
One  or  More  5  5% 

S)       Total  Number  cf  Disciplinary  Reports 

3  or  Fewer  77% 

4  cr  More  55% 

9.1       Time  Served  Befcre  Pre-Release  Placement 

18  Months  cr  Less  61% 

19  Months  or  More  81% 

10)  .     Number  cf  Pricr  Juvenile  Incarcerations 

Two  cr  Less  7  3% 

'""iiree  or  More  40% 

11)  .     Pricr  Address  -  SMS  A 


75^ 
53! 


59% 
78% 


Boston 

Ocner  Locations 

12)  .     Age  at  Incarceration 

22  Years  cr  Younger 

23  Years  or  Older 

13)  .     Ace  at  Halfway  House  Placement 

21  Years  or  Younger 

22  Years  or  Older  7d 

14)  .     Age  at  First  Arrest 

14  Years  or  Younger  56% 

15  Years  cr  Older  76% 


51! 
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Variables  Completion  Rate 

15)  Time  at  Host  Skilled  Position 

6  Mont±LS  or  Less  5  9% 

7  Months  or  Mere  7  9% 

16)  .     Number  cf  Pricr  County  Incarcerations 

None  7  8% 

One  cr  More  6  0% 


17)     Total  Number  of  Court  Appearances 


d  or  Fewer 


85% 


6  or  More  65% 

18) .     Age  ar  Release 

2  4  Years  cr  Younger  61% 

25  Years  cr  Cider  77% 

19)  .     Marital  Status 

Married  88% 

Other  6  6% 

201     Age  ar  First  Drug  Arrest 

17  Years   cr  Youncer  50% 

18  Years  cr  Older  76% 
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Operational  Management  Studies 


This  section  contains  abstracts  for  operational  management 
studies  published  during  1579.     One  report  details  an  attempt 
at  developing  a  Salient  Factor  Scale  for  use  by  the  department. 
Also,   there  are  two  validation  studies  -  one  deals  with  the 
accuracy  of  the  Correction  and  Parole  Management  Information 
System.    CCAPMIS).  and  another  deals  with  the  feasibility  of 
adding  new  variables  to  the  present  data  base. 
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Salient  Factor  Scores:  An  Aid  to  Administrative  Prediction 

=  186 

February,   1280  Daniel  LeClair 

Charles  Metzler 
Joseph  Landolfi 


In  our  study  we  have  attempted  to  test  the  feasibility  of 
constructing  sets  of  Salient  Factor  Scores  operationally  useful 
for  the  classification  decision— making  process.     Two  distinct 
outcome  situations  were  involved:    CD   Recidivism,  risk  potential 
and,    C2).  Pre-release  program  non-completion  risk  potential. 

We  were  interested  in  developing  instruments  that  would  be 
predictive  of  these  two  outcome- situations  and  that  could  be 
utilized  at  different  junctures  of  the  incarceration  process. 
Three  critical  junctures  were  specified:    CI)   the  reception/ 
diagnostic  stage,    C2).   the  intermediate  period  of  incarceration, 
and    C3)    the  releasing  stage. 

Using  a  methodology  and  format  closely  mirroring  the 
methodology  and  format  utilized  by  researchers  at  the  United 
States  Board  of  Parole  in  their  work  on  Salient  Factor  Scores, 
sets  of  scores  were  developed  on  the  Massachusetts  Department  cf 
Correction's  inmate  population.     The  resultant  scores  were  then 
run  through  the  validation  process.     It  was  found  that  evidence 
cf  validation  was  quite  weak.     We  concluded  that  operational 
usage  should  proceed  with  extreme  caution.     Use  cf  the  sccres  whe 
approaching  the  high  and  low  risk  extremes  appear  to  be  the  most 
justifiable.     In  fact,   the  frequency  distributions  occurring  in 
tie  original  data  sets  suggest  that  a  disproportionate  number  of 
individual  cases  do  fall  in  the  median  category.     For  -his  reason 
it  is  the  opinion  of  the  researchers  that  evidence  does  not 
support  operational  use  cf  the  constructed  scores  except  for 
experimental  and  exploratory  purposes. 

In  reviewing  the  construction  processes  and  the  resultant 
validation  procedures  for  the  Salient  Factor  Scores,  several 
suggestions  for  further  research  tasks  became  evident.  First, 
it  is  felt  that  an  attempt  at  incorporating  more  data  elements, 
especially  those  traditionally  deemed  useful  in  clinical  decision 
making  may  increase  the  predictive  power  of  the  resultant  instru- 
ment.    Secondly.     It  is  felt  that  a  reduction  in  unknown  data 
elements,   inconsistent  data  elements,   and  inaccurate  data  element 
may  also  contribute  to  a  stronger  instrument. 
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Validation " Study  Phase  I  —  Final  Reoort 

"  #  i  as 

June,   128  0  Linda  Holt 


This  report  presents  the  results  of  the  first  phase  cf  a 
validation  study.     In  this  report  information  in  the  offender 
based  Correction  and  Parole  Management  Information  System  [CAPMIS] 
was  compared  to  official  documents  in  offender  folders  for  16 
different  variables  representing  personal  character iscics  and 
prior  criminal  history.     Discrepancies  were  found  to  exist 
between  uhe  data  base  and  folder  information.     The  variables 
studied  ranged  from  perfect  agreement  to  forty  percent  discrepancy 
between  che  two  data  sources.  . 
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Validation  Study  Final  Report 

#208 


Phase  III 


October,  1930 


Linaa 


loll 


Mary  .sett  Cronin 


This  is  the  third  and  final  report  in  the  validation  study 
conducted  by  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Correction.  The 
purpose  of  -his  study  was  to  test  the  feasibility  of  adding  new 
variables  to  the  present  data  base  using  currently  available 
official  documents  contained  in  inmate  folders.     In  this  report 
60  new  variables  were  gathered  from  other  states.     Twenty  of 
these  variables  were " further  studied  to  test  the  feasibility  cf 
adding  them  to  the  present  data  base.     For  many  of  these  variables 
data  is  readily  available  in  inmate  folders  and  new  variables 
of  interest  to  practitioners  and  researchers  could  be  added  to 
the  data  base  with  releative  ease. 


■3  4 


Trend  Analyses:  Reports 


During  19.8  0  several  siiudi.es  have  been  published  by  this 
department  which  have  tried  tc  discern  various  trends  that  have 
developed,  over  the  years.     One  study  concerns  trends  in  corrr.ir- 
merits  over  rhe  past  ten  years,  while  another  analyzed  movement 
trends  iron.  1275  rc  151751.     Finally,   one  study  deals  with  rhcse 
women  released  from  Framing?) am  during  197  5  and  lochs  fcr 
s ir.il ar tries  cf  characteristics  Between  1£7S  releases  and 
characrerisrics  rhar  were  associated  with  s~zcc&ss  in  ore— release 
placement. 
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Population  Movements  ir.  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Corrections  -  19.75  to  1279 

il  CD 


July,    19:8  0 


Dolt 


This  report  is  a  description  of  admissions,   releases  and 
transfers  within  the  institutions  of  the  Massachusetts  Depart- 
ment of  Correction  during  rhe  time  period  1975  uc  1979,  Tie 
information  ir.  uhis  report  is  broken  down  into  a  number  of 
specific  categories  including:   type  cf  admission,   type  of 
release,   institutional  transfers,  admissions  and  returns  from 
hospitals,  moves  to  houses  of  correction,  moves  to  cuher  suar.es, 
and  court  cf  commitment.     Each  uable  presents  daua  for  a  five 
year  oeriod  fcr  uhe  department  as  a  whole. 


This  study  found  the  number  cf  movements  growing  during  uhis 
period.     This  was  accounted  for  partially  by  a  growth  ir.  populatio 
bur  net  from  an  increase  in  commitments.  Inter-institutional 
transfers  within  uhe  department  accounted  for  a  large  part  cf 
uhis  growth  in  population  movements.     Movements  rc  Houses  of 
Correction  decreased  during  this  period  and  escapes  decreased 
during  uhis  period  while  movements  rc  other  suates  increased. 
Ouher  changes  in  uhe  distribution  of  movements  reflect  policy 
changes. 


-37- 

Women  Releasee  Directly  From  MCI— Fr  amine  ham :   19.7  9  Releases 

#202 

October,   198  0  Lawrence  T.  Williams 


This  report  examines  those  women  wfio  were  released  directly 
from  MC X— Fr amin g h am ,   the  institution  for  women  offenders  in 
Massachusetts  during  19-7  9.     There  were  several  important  findings 
They  are  as  follows: 

in  1917  9  had  net  participate ed  in  graduated  release  programs 
C9-2%  L  or  the  furlough  program   C  8  6  %  I  during  their  current 
incarceration . 

2J_      The  majority  of  women    CS-2%).  released  directly  from 

Fr amingham  in  19  79.  had  not  escaped  during  their  current 
incarceration . 


31      The  majority  of  women    C6 4%).  released  directly  from  Framingham 
in  19.7  9  served  more  than  one  monuh  prior  ic  their  release. 
The  women  released  directly  from  Framingham  had  characteris- 
tics that  were  associated  with  success  in  pre-release 
placement . 
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Annual  Statistical  Reports 


The  annual  statistical  reports  constitute  a  series  of  studies 
published  annually  by  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Correction 
Research  Unit.     These  studies  contain  statistics  concerning 
individuals  who  were  committed  to  a  state  or  county  institution 
during  197  9  and  a  point:  in  time  profile  of  residents  of  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Correction  on  January  1,   1930.  Also 
included  in  these  studies  is  the  yearly  furlough  report  and 
population  movements  for  1979-.     Finally,   there  is  a  recidivism 
follow— up  study  dealing  with  individuals  who  were  released  from 
Massachusetts  Correctional  Institutions  during  197  8.     The  daua 
was  all  prepared  by  the  Data  Entry  and  Quality  Control  Unit  and 
processed  on  uhe  Massachusetts  State  College  Computer  Network 
"CMSCCNi  . 
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A  Statistical  Description  of  Commitments  to  Massachusetts 
Houses  of  Correction  During  1979 

#185 

March.,   19  8  0  Charles  Metzler 


This  repcrt  aeals  with  court  commitments  to  the  Massachusetts 
Souses  cf  Correction    (.county  institutions!   during  1979  .  Also 
included  is  information  concerning  the  operating  expenditures  for 
uhe  facilities. 

During  197"9,   there  were  4,612  individuals  sentenced  to  rhe 
county  facilities.     This  represents  an  increase  cf  9%  over  the 
number  cf  commitments  during  1978. 

Institutions .     Over  half    (31%)  of  the  commitments  were  sentence 
tc  three  institutions  -  Eillerica    C20%).  ,  Worcester   (28%)  ,   and  Deer 
Island  C13%1. 

Present  Offense.     The  majority  of  individuals  were  committed 
for  non— person  offenses    C47%  for  offenses  against  property,  7% 
fcr  drug  offenses,   and  28%  for  other  offenses).     The  single  offense 
fcr  which  individuals  were  most  frecuently  sentenced  was  burglary 
0.7%  1  . 

Sentence .     Sentences  to  county  facilities  may  not  exceed  2h 
years.     Nearly  half    (.49%)  were  committed  for  sentences  cf  three 
months  cr  less  which  includes  commitments  in  lieu  of  fines. 

Ace  at  Commitment. 


of  correction  is  23  years  old. 

Sex .     The  vast  majority  of  commitments  were  male  (.98%). 

Most  individuals  were  sincle    (.70%),  whereas 


only  19-%  were  married  at  the  time  of  their  incarceration. 

last  Grade  Completed.     The  median  las-  grade  completed  was 
eleventh,  grade.     About  one  third  of  the  commitments  (35%) 
graduated  from  high  school. 
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A  Statistical  Description  of  Residents  cf  the 
Massachusetts  Institutions  on  January  I,  1980 

#190 


May  /  19  8  0 


Lawrence  T.  Williams 


This  repcn  is  a  statistical  description  of  characteristics 
of  the  residents  in  each  correctional  facility  as  of  January  1, 
1980.     This  point-in-time  profile  contains  information  on  presenl 
cffense  variables,  personal  background  characteristics ,  criminal 
history,   and  furlough  participation. 

As  cf  January  1,   19-80,  there  vrere  2  ,754  individuals  incar- 
cerated in  the  state  correctional  system. 

Nature  cf  Present  "Offense 


cf  Residence.     Two  institutions  house  half  cf 


the  inmate  population.     Approximately  one— quarter  cz  the  populatio 
C23%).  is  housed  in  Walpole,   the  primary7  maximum  security  facility 
and  over  one-quarter   C27%).  is  housed  at  Norfolk,   a  medium  security 
institution.     The  pre-release  population  decreased  from  12%  on 
January  1,    19.7  9.  to  11%  on  January  1,   19  80  . 

Sentencing  Courts.  Half  of  the  residents  in  institutions  as 
cf  January  1,  19 EC  were  sentenced  in  two  cf  the  Superior  Courts  - 
Suffolk    C35%;    and  Middlesex  C15%1. 

Commuttment  Institution.     The  majority  cf  residents    (.7  6%)  were 
committed  to  Walpole. 

Sentence.     Over  half  cf  the  residents    C53%)    are  serving  a 
minimum  sentence  of  seven  years  cr  mere  while  the  rest  are  serving 
minimum  sentences  cf  less  than  seven  years  of  indeterminate 
sentences.     Sixteen  percent  are  lifers  and  one  individuals  is 
serving  a  death  sentence. 

Offense.     The  majority  cf  residents    (69%)   are  serving 
sentences  for  offenses  versus  the  person.     The  most  frequent 
cffense  of  the  current  population  was  armed  robbery  (28%). 

Age  at  Incarceration.     The  median  age  at  incarceration  was 
24  years. 

Personal  Background  Characteristics 

Sex.     The  majority  cf  the  population    (96%)    is  male. 

Race.     Thirty— six  percent  of  the  residents  are  black;  3% 
are  hisioanic ,   62%  are  white,   and  there  is  one  Native  American  and 
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one  Asian  resident  m  the  system. 

Marital  Status.     Over  half  of  the  population   (59%)   is  single. 

Military  Discharge.     The  majority    (73%)   did  not  serve  in  the 
military . 

Prior  Address.     The  majority  of  residents   (56%)    came  from  the 
greater  Boston  SMSA. 

Occupation .     Most  of  the  residents    C76%)   held  manual  or 
service  iocs  prior  to  their  incarceration. 

Education .     The  median  educational  level  was  tenth  grade; 
26%  were  high  school  graduates  or  had  received  their  graduate 
equivalency  diploma;   and  17%  were  college  graduates. 


The  median  age  at  first  arrest  was  sixteen 
years.  Nearly  half  (.48%  1  of  the  residents  had  12  or  more  prior 
court  appearances. 

A  majority  of  the  residents  had  prior  arrests  for  offenses 
versus  person    191%).   and  for  property  offenses    (.87%).  .     A.  minority 
of  residents  had  prior  arrests  for  sex  offenses    (.21%).   for  drug 
offenses   C45%).  fcr  drunkenness  offenses   [23% I  and  for  escape 
offenses    C6  %  1 . 

Prior  Incarcerations.     Thirty  percent  had  been  incarcerated 
as  juveniles;    44%  had  pricr  incarcerations  at  a  house  of  ccrrectic: 
and  22%  had  trier  incarcerations  in  state  or  federal  correctional 
institutions . 

Overall,   66%  had  served  time  in  some  type  cf  correctional 
facility  and  58%  had  served  time  as  an  adult. 

Furlouch  Variables.     Most  inmates    (.72%)    continue-  not  tc 


receive  furloughs;  only  4%  had  a  "Late  Under"  furlough  outcome 
and  only  fcr  individuals    (..1%).  escaped  while  on. "a  furlough. 
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Population  Movements  in  the  Massachusetts 


Department  of  Corre 
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report  is  a  description  of  admissions ,   releases  and 
within  the  institutions  of  the  Massachusetts  Department 


 L  1 

.on  during  the  year  197  9.     The  information  in  this 
[own  intc  a  number  cf  specific  categories  includim 
lission,   type  of  release,   institutional  transfers, 
an  hospitals,   releases  to  hospitals,  transfers  cf 
:orrection  inmate-s  to  Department  cf  Correction  far 
.0  houses  of  correction,   returns  cf  Department  cf 
inmates  from  houses  of  correction,   transfers  to  h 
:ticn  on  a  from  and  after  sentence,   admissions  from 
releases  to  out  of  state,  and  court  of  commitment. 
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A  Statistical  Description  of  Court  Commitments  to  Massachusetts 
Correctional  Institutions  During  197S 
=  196 

July,   1980  Lawrence  T .  Williams 


Tms  report  is  a  statistical  description  of  characteristics 
cf  court  commitments  to  the  Massachusetts  Department  cf  Correctic: 
during  157  9.     The  rabies  in  thus  report  contain  information  on 
the  nature  cf  present  offense,  personal  background  characteristic! 
ana  criminal  history  cf  admissions  from  the  courts  to  MCI— Walpole 
MCI-Concord  and  MCI— Fran~.ingh.ara . 

During  1972.,   there  were  1,.134  persons  sentenced  tc  the  state 
correctional  system. 

Nature  cf  Present  Offense 


Commitment  Institution .  Ferry— eight  percent  of  the  cor  ".inner,  us 
were  sentenced  no  Walpole;   thirty-six  percent  were  sentenced  tc 
Concern;   and  sixteen  percent  were  sentenced  tc  Framingham;  eighty- 
four  percent  cf  uhose  sentenced  were  male  and  sixteen  percent  vera 
female.  • 

Sixtv  oercent  of  uhe  commitments  were 


sentenced  m  four  of  uhe  Superior  Courts  in  Massachusetts  - 
Suffolk    123%).,  Middlesex    (.16%),  Worcester    110%),   and  Hampden    110%)  . 
Seventy-two  percent  cf  the  Framingham  commitments  were  sentenced 
in  Municipal  cr  Districu  Courus. 

Dffense.     The  majority  of  the  commitments    C 5 5 % }   were  for 
offenses  versus  uhe  person.     The  single  offense  fcr  which  individual 
were  most  frequently  senuenced  was  armed  robbery    (26%)  . 

Age  an  Incarceration.     The  median  age  was  22  years  old  an 
incarceration  for  uhe  total  commitments.     For  Walpole  commitments, 
the  median  age  was  27  years;    21  years  for  Concern  commitments;  and 
24  years  for  Framingham  commitments. 

Personal  Background  Characteristics 

Race.     Twenty-eight  percent  were  black;   six  percent  were 
hi so an ic ;    sixty-six  percent  were  white  and  there  was  one  Native 
American . 

The  majority  cf  new  commitments    (.6  5%)  were 


single;  nineteen  percent  were  married;  nine  percent  were  divorced, 
five  percent  were  separated,   and  one  percent  were  widowed. 
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Military  Discharge.     The  majority    (81%)    did  not  serve  in  the 
military;   eleven  percent  received  an  honorable  discharge  from 
military  service. 

Prior  Address.     Half    (50%)   of  the  new  commitments  came  from 
the  greater  Boston  SMSA. 

Occupation .     24ost  of  the  commitments   (7  6%  I  held  manual  or 
service  jobs  and  more  than  half    C54%)  of  them  had  never  held  any 
job  for  a  year  or  more. 

Zduca-ior .      The  median  educational  level  was  tenth  grade; 
thirty  percent  had  graduated  from  high  school  or  had  received 
Their  high  school  equivalency  diploma;   one  percent  were  college 
graduates . 


Prior'  Arrests.     The  median  age  at  first  arrest  was  17  years. 
Eighty— s ever,  percent  had  been  arrested  at  least  once  prior  to 
their  present  offense.     Twenty— nine  percent  of  the  coi?niu?.er.~s  ha 
more  than  fifteen  prior  court  appearances. 

A  majority  of  commitments  had  prior  arrests  for  offenses 
versus  person    C84%).  and  for  property  offenses    (.79%)..     A  minority 
of  comrr.i tments  had  prior  arrests  for  sez  offenses    (.29%)   for  drug 
offenses    C27%).   for  drunkenness  offenses    C22%). ,   and  for  escape 
offenses  C22%1. 

?ri.cr  Incarcerations.     Twenty-four  percent  had  been  incar- 
cerated as  juveniles ;   thirty -six  percent  had  prior  house  of 
correction  incarcerations;   and  twenty-two  percent  had  prior 
incarcerations  in  state  or  federal  correctional  institutions. 

Overall,  fifty-four  percent  had  served  time  in  some  type  of 
correctional  facility  and  forty-shx  percent  had  served  "some  Time 
as  an  adult. 

Comparisons  re  1978  Commitments 


There  was  an  increase  in  commitments  for  prostitution  m 
1979  as  compared  with  1978    Q9%  vs.    14%  respectively).  The 
commitments  of  women  for  the  offense  of  disturbing  the  peace 
increased    (6%  vs.    1%).   as  did  the  commitments  for  being  a  con~.cn 
nightwalker    (.7%  vs.  0%).. 

For  19.79. ,   there  was  an  increase  in  Walpole  commitments 
C48%  vs.    43%).,   an  increase  in  Framingham  commitments    (.16%  vs.  12%) 
and  a  decrease  in  Concord  commitments    (.36%  vs.  45%). 
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The  'number  of  individuals  committed  during  19.79-  v;ho  were 
either  high,  school  graduates  or  who  had  received  their  high 
school  equivalency  diploma  decreased  from  the  1978  totals  C3G% 
vs.    34%)..     Also  there  were  fewer  -individuals  cornrr.i  tted  in  197S 
who  had  served  a  previous  adult  incarceration  than  in  IS 7 8 
(46%  vs.  50%1. 
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A  Statistical  Description  of  Releases  From  the  Massachusetts 
Correctional  Institutions- During  19.79 
=  204 

August,    19-80  Lawrence  T.  T,\'illiams 


Thus  report  consists  of  a  statistical  description  of  the 
characteristics  of  releases  to  the  street  from  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Correction  during  19-79.     The  tables  contain  informa- 
tion on  the  nature  of  the  present  offense,  personal  background 
characteristics,   criminal  history  variables,   furlough  participation 
variables,    and  release  variables  for  all  individuals  released  to 
the  streets  from  Massachusetts  correctional  institutions.  The 
release  population  is  divided  according  to  institution  cf  release. 

During  15.7°,  there  were  1,12  4  individuals  released 
street  from  Massachusetts  Correctional  Institutions.  T 
approximately  the  same  as  the  number  of  releases  during 

Mature  cf  Present  Offense 

Sentencing  Courts.     Over  half  cf  the  releases  were  originally 
sentenced  in  three  cf  the  Superior  Courts  -  Suffolk    C3 0 %  1 , 
Middlesex    0.4%).  ,   and  Worcester    12%  1. 

Jail  Credits.     Mere  than  half    C51%).  of  the  releases  spent  10 
days  cf   less  in  jail  whhle  awaiting  trial. 

Commitment  Institution.     Most  of  the  releases    (.46%)  were 
sentenced  tc  MCI— Concord. 

Sentence .     The  majority  cf  the  releases    (61%)   served  an 
indeterminate  minimum  sentence.     More  than  half    (.52%)   cf  the  re_eas 
served  a  maximum  sentence  cf  seven  years  or  less.  Seventeen 
individuals    (.2%).'  were  serving  a  life  sentence. 


Mo 

st  S 

eriou 

s  Offense.     The  majority  c 

f  rel 

eases 

C57 % )  were 

serv 

ng 

sen 

ten  ce 

s  for  offenses  vs.  person. 

The 

offer. 

se  fcr  which 

indi 

V 

id 

uals 

we  r  e 

most  frequently  sentenced 

was 

armed 

robbery 

C32% 

). 

Ac 

e  at 

Inca 

rceration.     The  median  age 

a  u  _ 

near ce 

ratten  was 

23  years  old. 
Personal  Background  Characteristics 

Sex.     The  majority  cf  releases    (85%)   were  male. 


Race.     Thirty  percent  of  the  releases  were  black;   4%  were 
hispanic,   and  66%" were  white,   there  was   one  Native  American 


CIS  is 
1978  . 
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released  c-urinc  19.79., 

'  Marital  Starts .     The  majority   C64%).  of  releases  were  sir.de. 

Military  Discharge.     The  majority   C7 6 % )   did  not  serve  in 
the  military . 

'  Prior'  Address .     The  majority   C58%).  came  from,  the  greater 
Boston  SijlSA, 

Occupation,     The  majority    C73%).  held  manual  or  service  jots 
prior  to  their  incarceration, 

Zducatior. .     The  median  educational  level  was  tenth  crade; 
2c%  were  either  high  srchool  graduates  cr  individuals  wno  had 
received  thair  general  equivalency  diploma. 

Trimhnal"  Zhstcry 

'  Prior"  r-rr'ests.     The  median  age  at  first  arrest  was  16  years. 
JJost  cf  the  releases    CS-1%1  had  been  arrested  at  least  once  trier 
to  thair  present  offense.     A  majority   C57%1  had  nine  or  mere 
pricr  court  appearances.     A  majority  cf  the  releases  had  prior 
arrests  for  offenses  vs.   person    CS2%).   and  for  property  offenses 
L83%)1.     A  minority  had  pricr  arrests  for  sex  offenses    C12%),  fcr 
drug  offenses    C41%L,   for  drunkenness  offenses    C3 0 % )    and  fcr 
escape  offenses    Cll%). . 

Pricr  Incarcerations.     Thirty-nine  percent  cf  the  releases 
had  prior  incarcerations  at  a  house  cf  correction  and  25%  had 
prior  incarcerations  in  state  cr  federal  correctional  institutions 
Overall  53%  had  served  time  in  some  type  cf  correctional  facility 
and  5  0%  had  served  some  time  as  an  adult. 

Pricr  Paroles.     Fifteen  percent  had  been  paroled  from  a 
juvenile  facility  and  7%  had  juvenile  parole  violations.  Twenty- 
two  percent  had . been  previously  paroled  as  an  adult  and  14%  had 
previous  adult  parole  violations.     Overall,   thirty  percent  had 
been  taroled  at  least  once  pricr  to  their  current  release  and  19% 
had  previous  parole  violations. 


Fnrlouan  va 


riables.     A  majority  of  the  releases    C5S%)  had 


never  experienced  a  furlough.     Ten  percent  had  a  "Late  Under" 
furlough,  outcome    (returned  within  2  hours  after  the  designated 
time  cf  return).     Nineteen  individuals    C2%).  escaped  on  iurlcugh. 
and  one  individual  was  arrested  while  on  a  furlough. 

Pelease  Variables 

Institution  of  Pelease.     Thirty-three  percent  were  releasee 
from  tre-release  institutions. 
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Type  cf  Release.  The  majority  C84%1  were  released  on 
parole  and  10%  received  a  good  conduct  discharge.  Only  75 
individuals   (_7%)    served  their  maximum  sentence. 

Time  Served.     About  one-third    [32%).   of  the  releases  had 
complex  sentences  which  include  parole  violations,  transfers 
from  other  state  or  federal  institutions,   house  cf  correction 
transfers  and  individuals  with  forthwith  or  from  and  after 
sentences.     Forty  percent  served  under  two  years  and  7%  served 
five  years  or  longer. 

Age  at  Release.     The  median  age  at  release  was  26  years  old 
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1272  Statistical  Reoort  of  the  Furlough  Program 

=  206 

September,   19  80  Lawrence  T .  Williams 


The  furlough  program  has  beer,  in  operation  by  the  Massa- 
chusetts Department  of  Correction  since  November  6>   1972.  h 
total  of  58,565  furloughs  were  granted  between  the  inception  of 
che  program,  and  December  31,    1972..     During  that  period,  515 
cf  those  furloughs  resulted  in  escapes    Ca  resident  failing  cc 
return  ue  his  correctional  facility  within  two  hours  cf  his/her 
designated  time!,   thus  yielding  an  overall  escape  rate  cf  Z.i1-.. 
The  repcru  contains  a  statistical  description  cf  the  furlough 
program,  fcr  uhe  year  19.7  9.  as  veil  as  a  trend  analysis  cf  uhe 
program,  since  ius  inception  in  1272. 

An  analysis  cf  available  shauisuics  indicates  chat  although 
uhe  number  cf  furloughs  granted  over  the  years  has  fluctuated, 
uhe  escape  race  has  decreased  from:  1.9%  in  1973  to  0.41  in  1979. 
There  was  an  11%  decrease  in  the  number  cf  furloughs  in  19  79 
as  compared  tc  197 S.     This  report  also  presents  frequencies  and 
escape  races  cf  background  characteristics  for  each  furlough 
granted ■ during  1272  as  well  as  nature  cf  present  offense 
variables,   personal  background  variables,   criminal  history 
variables,   and  furlough  variables. 
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Statistical  Tables  Describing  the  Background  Characteristics 
And  Recidivism  Rates  of  Releases  From  Massachusetts 
Correctional  Institutions  During  197  8 

=  210 

November,   19-80  Lawrence  T.  Williams 


This  research,  report  is  a  statistical  description  of 
characteristics  of  individuals  released  to  the  street  from 
Massachusetts  Correctional  Institutions  during  197  8  with  corres- 
ponding recidivism  rates.     The  statistics  are  available  for  met 
released  from  MCi^s  Walpole,   Concord,  Framingham,  Norfolk,  SECC 

(Southeastern  Correctional  Center).  NECC    CNortheasterr.  Corrections 
Center}.,   the  three  forestry  camps    (Plymouth,  Warwick,   and  Monroe) 
six  drug  rehabilitation  pre-release  facilities  (Hospitality 
House,  Meridian  House,   Boston  VA  Hospital,   Trio  House,  Project 
Turnabout ,  and  Bedford  VA  Hospital),   fourteen  pre-release  cer.ters 

CBCS?— Boston  Offenders  Services  Project,    577  House,   699  House, 
Temporary  Housing,   Shirley,   Boston  State,   Coolidge  House,  Brooke 
House,   South  Middlesex,   Park  Drive,  Western  Avenue,  Lancaster 
Norfolk  Pre-Release,   and  METACi,   and  three  other  facilities 

CROC  -  Reception  Diagnostic  Center,   Bridgewater  State  Hospital 
for  the ' Criminally  Insane  and  the  Sexually  Dangerous  Persons 
Treatment  Center) .     Statistics  are  also  available  for  women 
released  from  MCI— Framingham  and  two  pre— release  centers 

(Charlotte  House  and  Brooke  House).     A  total  of  1,118  individuals 

(592  males  and  126  females)  were  released  from  the  correctional 
Institutions  listed  above.     The  follow-up  period  is  one  year  from 
the  date  of  the  individual's  release  to  the  community.  A 
recidivist  is  defined  as  any  person  who  returns  to  a  state  or 
federal  correctional  institution,   or  to  a  house  of  correction  or 
jail  for  3G  days  or  more. 

The  overall  recidivism  rate  for  individuals  released  during 
19-78  was  16%.     This  represents  a  1%  increase  in  the  rate  for 
19-77  of  15%.     Those  individuals  released  in  197  8  who  received  a 
furlough  prior  to  release  had  a  recidivism  rate  of  8%  compared 
to  a  rate  of  24%  for  those  who  never  participated  in  the  furlough 
program.     Those  individuals  released  during  1976  from  pre-release 
centers  had  a  recidivism  rate  of  9%  and  those  who  did  not  get 
released  from  a  pre-release  center  had  a  recidivism  rate  cf  21%  . 
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Introduction 


This  report  presents  a  review  of  the  current  research  projects 
conducted  by  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Correction  Research 
Division  during  19  81.     Included  in  this  report  are  abstracts  which 
summarize  specific  findings  of  each  of  the  individual  studies  cited. 

The  report  is  divided  into  sections  which  reflect  the 
different  areas  of  research  conducted  by  the  Unit  during  19  81.  The 
last  section  contains  a  listing  of  an  information  bulletin  distribut 
by  the  Research  Unit.     The  first  section  contains  abstracts  that  are 
geared  toward  an  examination  of  community  reintegration  in  Massa- 
chusetts for  incarcerated  state  prisoners.     One  report  summarizes 
the  results  of  research  carried  out  by  the  Research  Unit  since  the 
establishment  of  the  reintegration  component.     The  next  report  is 
an  evaluation  of  recidivism  utilizing  a  five  year  follow-up  to 
determine  whether  the  findings  after  five  years  of  follow-up  are 
consistent  with  those  found  using  a  one  year  follow-up  period. 

The  second  section  consists  of  three  evaluative  and  operational 
studies.     One  report  looks  at  the  mains treaming  of  service  to 
offender  clients  of  the  Massachusetts  Rehabilitation  Commission. 
The  other  two  reports  represent  the  first  and  fourth  volumes  of  a 
five  part  study  of  youthful  offenders  who  were  committed  to  the 
Department  of  Correction  from  19-68  to  1979.. 


Section  Three  contains  abstracts  that  concern  studies  relating 
to  the  personnel  of  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Correction. 
The  first  report  presents  information  on  some  background  character- 
istics of  the  staff.     The  next  two  reports  are  concerned  with 
correctional  officers  in  the  department.     The  first  of  these  reports 
looks  at  the  patterns  of  career  mobility  and  retention  among  correc- 
tional officers  and  the  second  of  these  reports  presents  the  results 
of  an  opinion  survey  on  pre- service  training  for  correctional  officers 

Section  Four  focuses  on  a  report  that  examined  recent  trends 
in  the  Department  of  Correction.     This  report  looks  at  women 
committed  to  county  facilities  in  Massachusetts  from  1970  to  1980. 

The  fifth  section  consists  of  annual  statistical  reports. 
These  reports  describe  background  characteristics  of  individuals 
committed  to  and  released  from  Massachusetts  Correctional 
Institutions  and  Houses  of  Correction.     Reports  describing  population 
movements  in  the  system,  recidivism,  and  participation  in  the 
furlough  program  are  also  included.     Also,  reports  providing 
information  on  disciplinary  statistics  disposition  rates  for 
persons  convicted  in  the  Superior  Courts,  and  participation  in  the 
education- vocation  programs  of  the  department  are  included. 
Copies  of  indix'idual  studies  contained  in  these  sheets    may  be 
obtained  by  writing  to: 

Research  Unit 

Massachusetts  Department  of  Correction 
100  Cambridge  Street,   21st  Floor 
Boston,  MA  02202 
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Community ■ Reintegration  Reports 


The  Massachusetts  Department  of  Correction  provides  several 
studies  each  year  dealing  with  the  effectiveness  of  community 
reintegration  programs.     This  past  year,   two  studies  were  published 
that  addressed  this  general  area.     One  report  summarized  the 
results  of  the  Massachusetts  experience  with  community  reintegration. 
The  second  report  presented  a  five  year  community  follow-up  to 
determine  recidivism  rates  for  the  individuals  released  during 
19-73. 
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Cannnunity  Reintegration  of  Prison  Releases: 
Results  of  the  Massachusetts  Experience 

#217 

March,   1981  Dr.  Daniel  P.  LeClair 

This  report  examines  the  results  of  the  Massachusetts  experi- 
ence with ' community  reintegration  for  individuals  released  from 
prison  in  the  state.     The  research  has  shown  that  since  the 
introduction  of  the  reintegration  model  in  the  Massachusetts 
correctional  system,  overall  recidivism  rates  have  declined.  In 
the  year  19  71,  one  year  prior  to  the  introduction  of  the  model, 
the  recidivism  rate  for  the  combined  population  of  the  state  prison 
releases  was  25%.     In  the  successive  seven  years,  with  the  intro- 
duction and  expansion  of  the  model,  the  recidivism  rate  dropped  to 
its  current  level  of  16%.     This  reduction  was  found  to  be  statistical! 
significant.     The  data  also  revealed  that  those  individuals  released 
from  19  73  to  197  8  who  had  experienced  one  or  more  furloughs  prior 
to  their  release  from  prison  had  significantly  lower  rates  of 
recidivism  than  did  individuals  who  had  not  experienced  a  furlough 
prior  to  release.     Analyses  revealed  that  the  lower  rates  of 
recidivism  for  furlough  participants  was  not  due  to  selection  factors. 

Also,   a  series  of  studies  published  by  the  Department  of 
Correction  found  that  individuals  who  had  completed  a  pre-release 
program  had  significantly  lower  actual  recidivism  rates  than  their 
expected  recidivism  rate  as  derived  from  base  expectancy  tables. 
Analysis  indicated  that  the  determined  reduction  in  recidivism  was 
due  to  the  impact  of  the  pre-release  programs  and  not  simply  to  the 
types  of  inmates  selected  for  participation. 
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Rates  of  Recidivism:  A  Five  Year  Follow-up 

#232 

October,   19  81  Dr.  Daniel  P.  LeClair 

The  study  represents  a  five  year  community  follow-up  to 
determine  the  recidivism  rate  of  individuals  paroled  or  discharged 
from  the  Massachusetts  Correctional  Institutions  during  the  year 
1973.     A  goal  of  the  study  is  to  determine  the  validity  of  the 
department's  traditional  use  of  one  year  follow-up  studies  for 
determining  recidivism  rates.     Some  researchers  have  charged  that 
one  year  follow-up  .studies  may  lead  to  premature  conclusions  in 
that  results  found  in  the  first  year  of  follow-up  may  reverse 
themselves  during  the  second  or  third  year.     This  issue  is  of 
particular  concern  to  the  department  because  the  results  of  our 
one  year  follow-up  studies  have  been  used  to  justify  the  retention 
and  expansion  of  a  reintegration  model  believed  to  be  linked  to  a 
downward  trend  in  recidivism. 

Our  analysis  revealed  that  44%  of  the  population  was  returned 
to  prison  within  five  years  of  release.     This  recidivism  rate  of 
4  4%  is  a  little  more  than  double  the  rate  originally  determined  in 
the  one  year  follow-up  study.     Variation  in  recidivism  rates 
occurring  among  individual  releasing  institutions  ranged  from  a 
high  of  55%  for  MCI-Concord  and  a  low  of  28%  for  MCI-Framingham. 

A  major  finding  of  the  study  is  that  the  basic  results  of 
our  one  year  follow-up  analyses  remain  valid  with  extended  follow-up 
periods  i.e.,   that  individuals  released  through  community  based 
programs  have  lower  recidivism  rates  and  that  these  lower  rates 
persist  over  a  five  year  follow-up. 


Evaluative  and  Operational  Studies 


The  research  unit,  in  an  effort  to  continually  update  and 
improve  its  methods  and  programs  publishes  every  year  several 
reports  of  an  evaluative  nature.     This  past  year,  three  of  these 
types  of  reports  were  published.     One  report  provides  an 
evaluation  of  the  mains tr earning  of  service  delivery  to  offender 
clients  of  the  Massachusetts  Rehabilitation  Commission.     The  next 
two  reports  are  part  of  a  five  volume  evaluation  of  youthful 
offenders  committed  to  the  Department  of  Correction  from  19  68  to 
1979.     The  first  of  these  reports  provides  an  overview  of  the 
total  sample  of  youthful  offenders.     The  other  report  in  the  series 
provides  the  statistical  tables  of  the  data. 
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Mainstr earning  Service  Delivery  to  Offender  Clients  of  the 
Massachusetts  Rehabilitation  Commission 

#221 

June,  19  81  Linda  K.  Holt 

Dntil  19  79  the  Massachusetts  Rehabilitation  Commission 
offered  services  to  their  offender  clients  in  an  atmosphere  of 
specializing  in  offender  cases  in  an  office  that  dealt  only  with 
offender  clients.     Since  19  79  that  policy  has  been  partially 
reversed  in  favor  of  mains tr earning .     Presently  some  clients  are 
serviced  by  generalist  counselors  in  a  mixed  client  setting. 
This  study  looked  at  rehabilitation  rates  under  these  two  service 
delivery  models  and  found  that  servicing  clients  in  a  specialist 
setting  was  more  effective.     Effectiveness  was  measured  by 
rehabilitation  rates,  salaries  earned  after  rehabilitation,  and 
expenditures  per  client. 
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You.h^?U^!Ul,°ffenders  Evaluation  Volume  I 
Youthful  Offenders  Committed  To  The  Massachusetts 
.Department  of  Correction  From  1968  To  19"?  An  Overview 

#227 

September,  1981 

Lawrence  T.  Williams 


This  report  is  an  overview  of  a  five  volume  study  of  youthful 
offenders    Cyouth  who  were  seventeen  years  of  age  or  younger  at 
their  commitment)   committed  to  the  Massachusetts  Department  of 
Correction  from  1968  to  1979.     This  particular  report  provides 
a  profile  of  the  total  sample  of  youthful  offenders  considered  in 
the  series  of  reports.     Also,  youthful  offenders  over  the  time 
frame  of  the  study  are  examined  to  determine  any  significant 
differences  in  this  population  over  time.     Recidivism  rates  are 
also  presented  for  this  sample  of  offenders. 

The  analysis  reveals  that  with  the  exception  of  more 
extensive  criminal  involvements,  there  have  not  been  very  many 
changes  in  this  population  over  the  time  frame  of  the  study.  The 
youthful  offenders  are  now  receiving  longer  sentences  but  this  is 
true  of  all  offenders  being  committed  to  correctional  institutions 
in  the  state.     There  is  evidence  presented  in  the  report  of  a 
change  in  the  manner  in  which  the  juvenile  justice  system  and  the 
adult  correctional  system  handled  these  offenders.     The  recidivism 
rate  of  youthful  offenders  released  from  1968  to  1978  was  30%. 
Their  rates  are  consistently  higher  than  the  overall  departmental 
yearly  recidivism  figures. 
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Youthful  Offenders  Evaluation  Volume  IV 
Youthful  Of fenders . Committed  To  The  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Correction  From  1968  To  1979:  Statistical  Tables 

*230 

September,   19  81  Lawrence  T.  Williams 

This  report  presents  statistical  tables  for  the  evaluation 
of  youthful  offenders  committed  to  the  Massachusetts  Department 
of  Correction  from  1968  to  1979.     Included  in  this  report  is  a 
listing  of  all  the  data  on  youthful  offenders  in  the  sample 
according  to  the  different  variables  collected.     A  separate 
section  of  the  report  contains  all  data  on  bind  over  youthful 
offenders  committed  during  this  same  time  period. 
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Reports  Concerning  Personnel  of  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Correction 


The  reports  in  this  section  provide  information  on  the  staff 
of  the  Department  of  Correction.     The  first  report  provides  a 
profile  of  the  population  as  of  September  30,  19  80.     The  second 
report  is  concerned  with  patterns  of  career  mobility  and  retention 
among  correctional  officers  of  the  department.     The  last  report 
presents  the  results  of  an  opinion  survey  concerning  pre-service 
training  of  correction  officers  of  the  department. 
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Some  Background  Characteristics  of  The 
Staff  of  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Correction 

#214 

February,   19  81  Linda  K.  Holt 

•  A  description  of  all  employees  of  the  Massachusetts  Department 
of  Correction  on  September  30,  19  80  is  given.     The  modal  staff 
person  is  a  white  male  working  as  a  correction  officer  in  a  major 
institution  with  7  years  of  state  service.     Women  are  concentrated 
in  two  job  groups:  professionals  and  office/clerical.     Their  job 
grades  are  lower  than  males  and  their  length  of  service  is  shorter. 
Minorities  are  concentrated  in  two  job  groups:  protective  services 
and  professionals.     Their  length  of  service  to  the  state  is  shorter 
than  whites  but  job  grades  do  not  differ  on  the  whole.  Department 
of  Correction  staff  differs  from  inmates  in  racial  composition; 
Department  of  Correction  staff  differs  from  the  state's  labor 
force  in  proportion  of  females  employed. 


-14- 


Patterns  of  Career  Mobility  And  Retention  Among  Correction  Officers 
Of  The  Massachusetts  Department  of  Correction- 

#215 

February,   19  81  Linda  Holt 


Highlights 


There  were  116  8  correction  officers  trained  at  the  Training 
Academies  at  Framingham  and  Shirley  since  19  75.     The  modal 
graduate  is  a  25  year  old  white  male  with  some  college 
training  and  placed  at  a  major  institution. 

Attrition  rates  were  calculated  for  new  correction  officers. 
Before  six  months  after  graduation  1  in  10  has  left  the 
department;  before  one  year  after  graduation  1  in  5  has  left 
the  department. 

Retention  of  female  officers  and  thus  retention  at  MCI- 
Framingham  is  particularly  problematic . 

There  is  no  advantage  of  a  residential  program  (Shirley) 

over  a  day  program   (.Framingham  1  in  terms  of  retaining  officers 

or  job  performance. 

Attrition  is  caused  at  least  partially  by  the  relative 
attractiveness  of  other  jobs,  particularly  jobs  in  law 
enforcement  areas.     It  is  also  caused  by  salary  policies. 

There  are  very  few  job  changes  for  this  sample.  Correction 
officers  were  likely  to  transfer  to  new,  small,  lower  security 
centrally  located  institutions.     More  correction  officers 
moved  to  lower  grade  jobs  in  the  areas  of  treatment  or 
administration  than  were  promoted  to  higher  grade  security 
jobs . 

Training  Academy  graduates  are  rated  as  meeting  or  exceeding 
all  job  requirements.     There  is  no  area  in  which  they  are 
judged  deficient  by  their  supervisors. 
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Correction  Officer  Pre-Service  Training 
Results  of  an  Opinion  Survey 

#222 


June,   19  81  Linda  K.  Holt 


A  questionnaire  was  sent  to  a  random  sample  of  correction 
officers  working  for  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Correction. 
Various  aspects  of  pre-service  training  were  explored  including 
their  opinions  on  various  training  models,  evaluations  of  the 
training  that  they  received  and  questions  about  the  most  important 
and  useful  things  learned  in  training.     The  results  of  this 
questionnaire  are  presented  here.     Officers  generally  rated 
their  training  as  adequate  but  expressed  a  desire  for  a  more 
careful  integration  of  training  and  work  assignments.  Officers 
generally  felt  that  the  training  model  they  were  trained  under 
was  the  best. 
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Trend  Analyses  Report 


During  19  81,  one  study  was  published  that  attempts  to 
discern  various  trends  that  have  developed  over  the  years  among 
women  committed  to  county  facilities  in  the  state.' 


Women  Committed  To  County  Facilities 
In  Massachusetts  1970  To  1980 


#219 


May,   19  81  Linda  K.  Holt 


The  focus  of  this  report  is  a  description  of  women  who  were 
committed  to  a  term  of  incarceration  in  a  county  facility  in 
Massachusetts  during  the  period  1970  to  1980.    Women  represent 
about  3  percent  of  all  commitments  to  county  facilities  annually. 
During  the  period  19  70  to  19  80  an  average  of  140  women  are 
committed  to  these  facilities  each  year.     Presently  the  modal 
woman  is  committed  to  the  Hampden  county  facility  on  a  three  month 
sentence  for  a  property  offense.     She  is  likely  to  be  21  to  24 
years  of  age,   single  and  have  a  tenth  grade  education.  Changes 
in  the  characteristics  of  women  committed  to  county  facilities 
over  time  are  discussed  in  the  report.     Some  comparisons  between 
women  committed  to  county  and  state  facilities  are  made  as  well. 
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Annual  Statistical  Reports 

The  annual  statistical  reports  constitute  a  series  of  reports 
published  annually  by  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Correction 
Research  Unit.     These  studies  contain  statistics  concerning 
individuals  who  were  committed  to  a  state  or  county  institution 
during  19  80  and  a  point  in  time  profile  of  residents  of  the 
department  on  January  1,  19  81.     Also  included  in  these  studies 
is  the  yearly  furlough  report  and  population  movements  for  19  80 
as  well  as  a  recidivism  follow-up  study  dealing  with  individuals 
who  were  released  from  Massachusetts  Correctional  Institutions 
during  1979. 

In  addition  to  these  reports,  there  was  a  study  that  provided 
disciplinary  report  statistics,  another  study  that  provided 
information  concerning  disposition  rates  for  persons  convicted 
in  the  Superior  Courts  from  1972  to  1979,  and  finally  a  study  of 
participants  in  education- vocation  programs  of  the  department. 
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Disciplinary  Report  Statistics 
July  1,   1979  To  December  31,  1979 

*213 

January,   1981  Charles  Metzler 


The  purpose  of  this  report  is  to  document  all  disciplinary 
reports  written  in  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Correction 
(excluding  women  in  the  awaiting  trial  unit  at  Framingham)  from 
July  1,   1979  to  December  21,  1979. 

During  the  six  month  period  from  July  1,  1979  to  December 
31,   1979,  a  total  of  3727  disciplinary  reports  were  written  to 
2261  individuals.     For  those  who  received  a  disciplinary  report 
during  this  six  month  period,  the  average  number  of  disciplinary 
reports  written  per  person  is  1.6  and  the  number  of  reports 
written  per  individual  ranged  from  one  to  eighteen.     About  one 
third   (30%)   of  all  reports  were  from  maximum  security;  forty-four 
percent  were  written  at  medium  security  institutions, 7%  at 
minimum  security  institutions,  and  20%  at  pre-release  centers. 
The  majority  of  disciplinary  reports   (75%)  are  for  major  violations, 
24%  were  for  minor  violations,  and  1%  were  referred  to  the 
district  attorney.     The  majority  of  the  reports  resulted  in  guilty 
findings   (73%).     Of  the  2734  cases  with  guilty  dispositions,  434 
(16%1  were  appealed  and  in  128  cases   (.29%  of  those  appealed)  , 
action  favorable  to  the  inmate  was  approved.     The  majority  of  the 
reports  had  only  one  sanction  listed.     The  most  common  sanction 
was  isolation  time. 

The  majority  of  reports  were  written  on  white  (non-hispanic) 
inmates   (59%);   38%  were  written  on  black  inmates  and  3%  were 
written  on  hispanic  inmates.     The  median  age  at  time  of  report  was 
24  years  old.     Two  thirds   (67%)   of  the  reports  were  written  on 
Walpole  commitments,   27%  on  Concord  commitments,  and  6%  on 
Framingham  commitments.     The  majority  of  reports   (75%)  were 
written  on  individuals  currently  serving  an  offense  against  the 
person. 
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Commitments  To  Massachusetts 
Houses  of  Correction  During  19  80 

#218 

March,   19  80  Charles  Metzler 


This  report  is  a  description  of  court  commitments  to  the 
Massachusetts  county  facilities   (houses  of  correction)   during  19  80. 
Included  is  information  concerning  the  operating  expenditures  and 
average  populations  for  these  facilities  during  19  80. 

During  19  80,  there  were  5,411  individuals  sentenced  to  the 
county  facilities.  This  represents  an  increase  of  18%  over  the 
number  of  commitments  during  19  79. 

'Institutions .     Over  half   (55%)   of  the  commitments  were  sentenced 
to  four  institutions  -  Billerica   (.18%)  ,  Worcester   (16%),  Deer 
Island  C9%),   and  Springfield  111%). 

Present  Offense.     The  majority  of  individuals    (83%)  were 
committed  for  non-person  offenses   (48%  for  offenses  against 
property,   7%  for  drug  offenses,   and  28%  for  other  offenses) .  The 
single  offense  for  which  individuals  were  most  frequently  sentenced 
was  burglary   (18%) . 

Sentence.     Sentences  to  county  facilities  may  not  exceed  2% 
years.     One  half   (50%)  were  committed  for  sentences  of  three  months 
or  less  which  includes  commitments  in  lieu  of  fines.     Of  the  5,441 
commitments  during  19  80,   260    (5%)   served  weekend  sentences. 

Age  at  Commitment.  The  median  age  at  commitment  to  houses 
of  correction  is  23  years  old. 

Sex .     The  vast  majority  of  commitments  were  male   (9  8%)  . 

Marital  Status.     Most  individuals  were  single   (72%),  whereas 
only  16%  were  married  at  the  time  of  their  incarceration. 

Last  Grade  Completed.     The  median  last  grade  completed  was 
eleventh  grade.     About  one  third  of  the  commitments   (35%)  graduated 
from  high  school;  whereas  only  79  individuals   (1%)   graduated  from 
college. 
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Disposition  Rates  For  Persons  Convicted  in  the  • 
Massachusetts  Superior  Courts  1972-1979 

#220 

April,   19  80  Charles  Metzler 

The  purpose  of  this  report  is  to  illustrate  variable  disposition 
rates  that  occur  after  conviction  and  furthermore, '  to  demonstrate 
variations  in  disposition  rates  over  time  and  between  offense 
categories.     Documentation  of  the  total  number  of  convictions  and 
their  dispositions  in  Massachusetts  Superior  Courts  from  the  years 
1972  to  19  79  for  twenty  four  different  offense  categories  is 
presented . 

All  convictions  must  be  resolved  by  one  of  four  dispositions: 
imprisonment,  fine,   filed  and  probation.     The  rates  of  the  four 
dispositions  widely  vary  depending  upon  the  offense.     Average  rates 
for  the  disposition  of  incarceration  range  from  9%  for  driving 
under  the  influence  to  74%  for  manslaughter.     Average  rates  for  the 
disposition  of  filed  cases  range  from  2%  for  manslaughter  to  33% 
for  violating  motor  vehicle  laws.     Average  probation  rates  range 
from  17%  for  violating  motor  vehicle  laws  to  56%  for  common  night 
walker.     Average  rates  for  the  disposition  of  fines  range  from  0.1% 
for  abuse  of  female  child  to  53%  for  driving  a  motor  vehicle  under 
the  influence  of  alcohol. 
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A  Statistical  Description  of  Education-Vocation 
Release  Participants  in  the  Massachusetts  Department 
of  Correction  During  1980 

#223 

June,   1981  Charles  Metzler 

This  report  identifies  and  describes  education-vocation  release 
participants  during  19  80.     Data  concerning  an  individual's  personal 
background  characteristics,  present  offense,   criminal  history, 
furlough  participation,  and  education-vocation  release  participation 
is  presented. 

A  total  of  140  education- vocation  release  placements  were 
granted  to  131  individuals  during  19  80  which  constituted  12%  of  the 
base  population.     Most  participants  had  served  at  least  one  year 
before  being  admitted  to  the  education-vocation  release  program  and 
enrolled  from  state  operated  pre-release  centers.     Nearly  half  of 
the  participants  enrolled  in  programs  of  higher  academic  education. 
The  median  time  spent  in  the  program  was  three  months. 

The  typical  program  participant  was  a  23  year  old,  single  white 
male  from  the  greater  3oston  SMSA  whose  median  last  school  grade 
completed  was  11th  grade.     The  median  number  of  furloughs  experienced 
was  12. 

Comparisons  between  the  19  80  education-vocation  release  partici- 
pants to  the  total  inmate  population  on  January  1,   19  81  revealed  the 
following  differences:   1980  education-vocation  release  participants 
were  more  likely  to  be  black  and  had  attained  higher  levels  of 
education  prior  to  their  incarceration.     Program  participants  were 
less  likely  to  have  had  prior  adult  incarcerations  and  more  likely 
to  have  experienced  furloughs. 
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Population  Movements  in  the  'Massachusetts 
Department  of  Correction  During  19  80 

#224 

July,   1981  Linda  K.  Holt 


This  report  is  a  description  of  admissions,  releases,  and 
transfers  within  institutions  of  the  Massachusetts  Department  of 
Correction  during  19  80. 

Population  Changes.     At  the  beginning  of  19  80  the  population 
of  all  Massachusetts  Department  of  Correction  facilities  was  2784; 
at  the  end  of  19  80  the  population  was  3100.     This  represents  an 
increase  of  316  or  12%  during  a  single  year. 

Admissions.     There  was  a  total  of  7,327  movements  of  all  types 
into  institutions  during  1980.     This  is  a  nine  percent  increase 
over  the  number  of  such  movements  in  19  79.     The  number  of  returns 
on  parole  violations  in  19  80  was  38  5,  a  10%  increase  from  the 
previous  year.     There  was  an  8%  increase  in  the  number  of  new  court 
commitments. 

Releases .     There  were  6,99  0  movements  out  of  institutions 
during  19  80,   a  6%  increase  from  the  previous  year.     There  were 
declines  in  paroles  over  the  last  year,  from  950  in  1979  to  818  in 
1980,  a  14%  decrease.     There  were  thirteen  deaths  in  Department  of 
Correction  facilities  during  the  year:  6  deaths  by  homicide,   1  by 
suicide,  5  by  natural  causes,  and  1  by  accident. 

Institutional  Transfers.     There  was  a  large  increase  in 
interinstitutionai  transfers  from  19  79  to  19  80. 

Hospital  Movements.     There  were  326  releases  to  Lemuel  Shattuck 
Hospital  in  19  80  and  332  returns  from  Lemuel  Shattuck.     There  were 
9.5  releases  to  non-Department  of  Correction  hospitals. 

Transfers  to  Houses  of  Correction.     There  were  65  state  inmates 
transferred  to  county  institutions  in  19  80,  a  decrease  from  115  in 
19  79.     Hampden  County  received  the  largest  number  of  transfers 
CN=15)    during  1980.     There  were  46  state  inmates  returned  from  a 
county  facility  in  1980,  a  27%  decrease  from  19  79.     There  were  only 
5  county  inmates  who  transferred  to  a  Department  of  Correction 
facility  in  1980,   a  decrease  from  7  in  1979. 

Movements  to  Other  States.     There  were  107  transfers  from 
Department  of  Correction  facilities  to  prison  in  other  states. 
This  includes  91  Department  of  Correction  inmates  and  16  non- 
Department  of  Correction  inmates  transferred. 
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A  Statistical  Description  of  the  Massachusetts 
Correctional  Institutions  On  January  1,  1981 
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August,   19  81  Lawrence  Williams 


This  report  is  a  statistical  description  of  characteristics 
of  the  residents  in  each  correctional  facility  as  of  January  1, 
19  81.     On  January  1,  1981,  there  were  3,067  individuals  incar- 
cerated in  the  state  correctional  system  (excluding  awaiting 
booking,   awaiting  trial,  and  patients  at  MCI-Bridgewater ) .  This 
represents  an  11%  increase  from  the  population  on  January  1,   198  0. 

Nature  of  Present  Off-ense 

Institution  of  Residence.     There  were  680  individuals  (22%) 
housed  in  maximum  security  institutions;   1,657  or  54%  housed  in 
medium  security  institutions;   354  or  12%  in  minimum ' security ,  and 
376  or  12%  of  the  population  in  pre-release  facilities. 

Sentencing  Courts.     Nearly  half  of  the  residents  were  sentenced 
from  two  of  rhe  Superior  Courts  -  Suffolk   (34%)   and  Middlesex   (15%) . 

Commitment  Institutions.     The  majority  of  residents  (74%) 
were  committed  to  Walpole. 

Sentence.     The  majority  of  the  residents   (79%)   are  serving 
a  minimum  sentence  of  fifteen  years  or  less  or  an  indeterminate 
minimum  sentence.     Sixteen  percent  are  lifers  and  one  individual 
is  serving  a  death  sentence. 

Offense.     The  majority  of  residents   (82%)   are  serving  sentences 
for  offenses  versus  person.     The  most  frequently  committed  offense 
of  the  current  population  is  armed  robbery   (28%) . 


Age  at  Incarceration.     The  median  age  at  incarceration  was 
24  years. 
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Personal  Background  Characteristics 

Sex.     The  majority  of  the  population  (96%)   is  male. 

Race.  Thirty-five  percent  of  the  residents  in  the  system  are 
black;  4%  are  hispanic;  two  individuals  are  Native  Americans,  four 
individuals  are  Asiatic,  and  64%  are  white. 

Marital  Status.     Over  half  of  the  population   (59%)   is  single. 

Prior  Address.  The  majority  of  residents  (56%)  came  from  the 
greater  Boston  SMSA. 

Occupation.     Most  of  the  residents    (76%)  held  manual  or  service 
jobs  prior  to  their  incarceration. 

Education.     The  median  education  level  was  tenth  grade;  26% 
were  high  school  graduates  or  had  received  their  equivalency 
diploma;   and  1%  were  college  graduates. 

Criminal  Ei story 

Prior  Arrests.     The  median  age  at  first  court  appearance  was 
sixteen  years.     Sixty  percent  of  the  residents  have  had  nine  or 
more  prior  court  appearances.     A  majority  of  residents  had  prior 
arrests  for  offenses  versus  person   (9  3%)   and  for  property  offenses 
(83%).     A  minority  of  residents  had  prior  arrests  for  sex  offenses 
(24%).,   for  drug  offenses   (.39%},  for  drunkenness  offenses   (30%),  and 
for  escape  offenses   (.23%)  . 

Prior  Incarcerations.     Eighteen  percent  of  the  population  was 
committed  to  the  Department  of  Youth  Services  while  a  juvenile. 
Forty-four  percent  had  prior  house  of  correction  incarcerations  and 
32%  had  prior  incarcerations  in  state  or  federal  correctional 
institutions.     Overall  58%  had  served  some  time  as  an  adult. 

Furlough  Variables.     Most  individuals    (74%)  had  not  received 
furloughs  as  of  January  1,  19  81.     Only  8%  of  those  in  maximum 
security  institutions  had  received  furloughs;  12%  of  those  in 
medium,   64%  of  those  in  minimum  and  85%  of  those  in  pre-release. 
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19  80  Court  Commitments  To  The 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Correction 
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August,   1981  Linda  Holt 


This  report  is  a  statistical  description  of  the  1,234  indi- 
viduals committed  by  the  courts  to  a  term  of  incarceration  in  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Correction  during  the  year  1980.  The 
tables  in  this  report  contain  information  on  the  nature  of  present 
offense,   personal  background  characteristics  and  prior  criminal 
history  of  these  individuals.     Some  highlights  of  the  statistics 
presented  in  this  report  are: 

There  were  52  8  commitments  to  Walpole,  4  70  commitments  to 
Concord  and  236  commitments  to  Framingham. 

The  median  minimum  sentence  for  Walpole  commitments  is  six 
years;   the  median  maximum  sentence  for  Concord  commitments 
is  ten  years;  and  the  median  maximum  sentence  for  Framingham 
commitments  is  less  than  one  year. 

Offenses  against  the  person  accounted  for  the  majority  of 
the  commitments .     Armed  robbery  accounted  for  a  quarter 
of  the  commitments  alone. 

The  median  age  at  commitment  was  24  years,  Walpole 
commitments  tended  to  be  older,  Concord  commitments  tended 
to  be  the  youngest. 

Two- thirds  of  the  commitment  population  are  whites;  almost 
two- thirds  are  single;   one  in  six  has  been  in  the  military; 
almost  a  third  come  from  the  Boston  area;  most  have  limited 
work  experience  concentrated  in  the  area  of  manual  labor; 
the  median  educational  level  is  tenth  grade;  and  almost  half 
of  the  population  have  prior  drug  use. 

Forty  percent  of  the  commitment  population  is  serving  their 
first  incarceration  of  any  type.     The  median  age  of  first 
court  appearance  is  seventeen  years. 
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1980  Yearly  Statistical  Report  of  the  Furlough  Program 
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October,  1981  Lawrence  T.  Williams 

The  furlough  program  has  been  in  operation  by  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Correction  since  November  6,  1972.     A  total  of  67,319 
furloughs  have  been  granted  between  the  inception  of  the  program  and 
December  31,   1980.     During  that  period,   539  of  those  furloughs 
resulted  in  escapes   Ca  resident  failing  to  return  to  his/her 
correctional  facility  within  two  hours  of  his/her  designated  time) , 
thus  yielding  an  overall  escape  rate  of  0.8%.     The  present  report 
contains  a  statistical  description  of  the  furlough  program  for  the 
year  19  80  as  well  as  a  trend  analysis  of  the  program  since  its 
inception  in  1972. 

From  January  1,   19  80  to  December  31,   19  80,  a  total  of  8,654 
furloughs  were  granted.     The  number  of  individuals  furloughed  in 
1980  was  1,193  for  an  average  of  7  furloughs  per  individual.  The 
escape  rate  by  furloughs  granted  during  1980  was  0.3%  and  the 
escape  rate  by  individual  furloughed  was  2.0%. 
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A  Statistical  Description  of  Releases  From  The 

Massachusetts  Correctional  Institutions  During  1980 

#234 

December,   19  81  Lawrence  Williams 


This  report  consists  of  a  statistical  description  of  the 
characteristics  of  releases  to  the  street  from  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Correction  during  19  80.     The  tables  contain  information 
on  the  nature  of  the  present  offense,  personal  background  charac- 
teristics, criminal  history  variables,  furlough  participation 
variables,  and  release  variables  for  all  individuals  released  to 
the  streets  from  Massachusetts  correctional  institutions. 

During  19  80,   there  were  1,015  individuals  released  to  the 
street  from  Massachusetts  Correctional  Institutions.  This 
represents  a  10%  decline  from  the  1979  figure. 

"Nature  of  Present  Offense 

Sentencing  Courts.     Almost  half  of  the  releases   (47%)  were 
originally  sentenced  in  three  of  the  Superior  Courts  -  Suffolk 
(25%).,  Middlesex   (13%)  ,  and  Worcester  (.9%). 

Jail  Credits.     More  than  half   (55%)   of  the  releases  spent  10 
days  or  less  in  jail  while  awaiting  trial  for  their  offense. 

Commitment  Institution.     Concord  commitments  represented  44% 
of  the  releases,  Walpole  commitments  34%,  and  Framingham  commitments 
21%. 

Sentence.     The  majority  of  the  releases   (64%)    served  an 
indeterminate  minimum  sentence.     More  than  half    (53%)   of  the  releases 
served  a  maximum  sentence  of  seven  years  or  less.     Ten  individuals 
(1%).  had  been  serving  a  life  sentence. 

Most  Serious  Offense.     The  majority  of  releases   (58%)   had  been 
serving  sentences  for  offenses  versus  person.     The  offense  for 
which  most  of  the  releases  had  been  sentenced  was  armed  robbery   (27%) . 

Age  at  Incarceration.     The  median  age  at  incarceration  for  the 
releases  during  19  8  0  was  23  years  old. 
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Personal  Background  Characteristics 

Sex.     The  majority  of  releases    (seventy-nine  percent)   were  male 

Race.     Thirty-four  percent  of  the  releases  were  black,  sixty- 
five  percent  were  white,  one  was  a  native  american,  and  one  percent 
were  hispanics   (with  no  race  specified) . 

Marital  Status.     The  majority  of  releases   (66%)  were 
single . 

Military  Discharge.     The  majority  of  releases  during  1980 
(seventy- seven  percent)   had  never  served  in  the  military. 

Prior  Address.     The  majority  (.fifty- three  percent)   came  from 
the  greater  Boston  SMSA. 

Occupation.     The  majority  Cs even ty- three  percent)   held  manual 
(forty-seven  percent)   or  service  jobs   (twenty-six  percent)  prior 
to  their  incarceration. 

Education.     The  median  education  level  for  the  releases  during 
19  80  was  tenth  grade;    twenty-eight  percent  were  either  high  school 
graduates  or  individuals  who  had  received  their  general  equivalency 
diploma. 

Criminal  History 

Prior  Arrests.     The  median  age  at  first  court  appearance  was 
16  years.     Most  of  the  releases   (86%)  had  at  least  one  court 
appearance  prior  to  their  present  offense.     A  majority   (55%)  had 
nine  or  more  prior  court  appearances.     A  majority  of  the  releases 
had  prior  court  appearances  for  offenses  vs.  persons   (87%)   and  for 
property  offenses    (87%).     A  minority  had  prior  court  appearances 
for  sex  offenses   (17%),  for  drug  offenses   (49%),  for  drunkenness 
offenses    (.34%)   and  for  escape  offenses  (16%). 

Prior  Incarcerations.     Thirty-nine  percent  of  the  releases 
during  19  80  had  prior  incarcerations  at  a  house  of  correction  and 
30%  had  prior  incarcerations  in  state  or  federal  correctional 
institutions.     Overall,   53%  of  the  releases  had  served  some  time 
as  an  adult  for  another  offense. 

Prior  Paroles.     Seventeen  percent  had  been  paroled  while  a 
juvenile  and  11%  had  received  a  parole  violation  while  a  juvenile. 
Twenty-eight  percent  of  the  releases  had  been  previously  paroled 
as  an  adult  and  19%  had  previous  adult  parole  violations.  Overall 
34%  had  been  paroled  at  least  once  prior  to  their  current  release 
and  23%  had  previous  parole  violations. 
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Furloughs  Variables 

A  majority  of  the  releases   (60%)  had  never  experienced  a 
furlough  during  their  present  incarceration.     Of  those  released 
from  maximum  security  during  19  80,   20%  had  received  furloughs 
before  their  release;   of  those  released  from  medium  security 
institutions,   15%  had  received  a  furlough;  for  those  released  from 
minimum  security,   52%  had  received  a.  furlough  and  78%  of  those 
released  from  pre-release  had  received  a  furlough. 

Release  Variables 

Security  Level  of  Release.     Ten  percent  of  the  releases  were 
from,  m  ax  imum  s  e  c  ur  i  zy ,   f  or  ry-eight  percent  were  from  medium  security 
institutions,   ten  percent  were  from  minimum  security  institutions, 
and  thirty  two  percent  were  from  pre-release  centers  or  halfway 
houses . 

Type  of  Release.     The  majority  of  the  releases   (80%)  were 
released  on  parole  and  12%  received  a  good  conduct  discharge;  only 
83  individuals    (8%)  were  released  due  to  an  expiration  of  their 
sentence. 

Time  Served.     Slightly  more  than  one- third   (35%)  of  the 
releases  had  complex  sentences  which  include  parole  violators, 
transfers  from  other  states  or  from  federal  institutions,  house 
of  correction  transfers  and  individuals  with  forthwith  or  from  and 
after  sentences.     Of  the  remaining  individuals,   64%  had  served  two 
years  or  less. 

Age  at  Release.     The  median  age  at  release  was  25  years  old. 
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Statistical  Tables  Describing  the  Background  Characteristics 
And  Recidivism  Rates  of  Releases  From  Massachusetts 
Correctional  Institutions  During  1979 

#235 

December,  .19  81  Lawrence  T.  Williams 

This  report  is  a  statistical  description  of  characteristics  of 
individuals  released  to  the  street  from  Massachusetts  Correctional 
Institutions  during  1979  with  corresponding  recidivism  rates.  The 
statistics  are  available  for  men  released  from  MCI 1 s  Walpole, 
Concord,  Framingham,  Norfolk,  SECC   CSoutheastern  Correctional  Center) , 
Minimum  Security   [Northeastern  Correctional  Center,  Bay  State 
Correctional  Center,  Plymouth,  and  Warwick).,   six  drug  programs 
(Concilio,  Sharp,  Spectrum  House,  Meridian  House,  Center  for 
Attitude  Change,   and  3oston  VA  Hospital) ,  thirteen  pre-release 
centers   C577  House,   699  House,  Temporary  Housing,  Shirley,  3oston 
State,   Coolidge,  Brooke,  South  Middlesex,  Park  Drive,  Western  Avenue, 
Lancaster,   Charlotte  House,  and  Norfolk  Pre-Releasel ,  and  two  other 
facilities   (RDC-Reception  Diagnostic  Center  and  Lemuel  Shattuck 
Hospital) .     Statistica  are  also  available  for  women  released  from 
MCI -Framingham  and  three  pre-release  centers    (.Charlotte  House, 
Brooke  House,   and  Lancaster).     A  total  of  1,053  individuals  C932 
males  and  121  females)  were  released  from  the  correctional  facilities 
listed  above.     The  follow-up  period  is  one  year  from  the  date  of  the 
individual's  release  to  the  community. 

The  overall  recidivism  rate  for  individuals  released  during 
1979  was  26%.     This  represents  an  increase  of  ten  percentage  points 
in  the  rate  for  1978  of  16%. 
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Information  Bulletin 


During  19  81  there  was  one  information  bulletin  distributed  by 
the  Research  Unit.     This  bulletin  represented  an  examination  of 
population  trends  and  projections  for  the  Massachusetts  Department 
of  Correction. 


DOC  Population  Trends  and  Projections 
IB-1 

December,    19  81  Dr.  Francis  J.  Carney 


The  focus  of  this  information  bulletin  is  on  the  overcrowding 
condition  of  state  prisons  in  Massachusetts  and  explores  possible 
explanations  for  the  large  increase  in  the  state  prison  population. 
Factors  examined  include  the  effect  of  court  reform,  the  increase 
in  the  population  at  risk,   and  the  trend  in  the  Commonwealth  toward 
longer  sentences.     Finally,  population  projections  are  made  for 
the  Department  of  Correction  based  on  existing  sentencing  statutes. 
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Introduction 

This  report  presents  a  review  of  research,  reports  published  by  the  Massa- 
chusetts Department  of  Correction  Research  Unit  during  1982.    Findings  of  these 
reports  are  abstracted  in  this  report  and  organized  into  five  research  areas: 
Community  Reintegration  Reports,  Evaluative  and  Operational  Studies,  Trend 
Analysis  Reports,  Annual  Statistical  Reports  and  Information  Bulletins. 

The  Massachusetts  Department  of  Correction  closely  monitors  the  impact  of 
its  ccmmuni ty  reintegration  programs  on  recidivism  rates,  and  research  examining 
the  Massachusetts  efforts  to  ease  the  prisoner's  reentry  into  the  community  is 
grouped  in  the  section  on  Community  Reintegration  Reports.     The  first  of  these 
reports  examines  the  institutional  experience  and  recidivism  rates  of  men 
released  directly  from  maximum  security  for  19.77  through  1980.     The  second  of 
these  reports  tests  the  methodological  validity  of  abbreviated  follow-up  periods 
in  recidivism  research. 

The  research  unit  regularly  publishes  reports  aimed  at  improving  both  its 
research  methods  and  state  correctional  programs.     Two  of  these  evaluative  and 
operational  studies  were  published  during  1982.     The  first  report  continues  a 
series  of  youthful  offender  studies  with  an  analysis  of  bind  over  youthful  offenders 
committed  to  the  state  correctional  system  from  1968  to  1979.     The  second  is  a 
follow-up  evaluation  of  decisions  made  under  a  previous  classification  system. 
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The  third  research  area  is  concerned  with  detecting,  describing  and  analyzing 
trends  in  the  Massachusetts  correctional  system.     The  first  of  these  trend  analyses 
is  a  description  of  women  committed  to  the  state  system  from  1970  to  1980.  The 
second  examines  trends"  in  post-conviction  disposition  patterns  from  Superior  Courts 
from  1972  to  I960.     The  third  further  extends  the  examination  of  Superior  Court 
convictions  to  include  data  for  1981. 

The  fourth  research  area  consists  of  a  series  of  statistical  reports 
concerning  various  aspects  of  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Correction.  Among 
these  are  reports  covering  1981  data  for  commitments  to  both  state  and  county 
authority,  state  releases,  state  furloughs  and  state  population  movements. 
Recidivism  reports  were  published  covering  all  1980  releases  and  separately 
covering  1980  releases  from  each  specific  pre-release  facility.     A  report 
describing  all  residents  of  Massachusetts  Correctional  Institutions  on  January 
1,  1982  was  published  as  well. 

The  fifth,  area  contains  an  information  bulletin  detailing  past  trends  and 
future  projections  for  the  inmate  population  of  the  state.     This  bulletin  and  any 
of  the  studies  described  in  this  report  may  be  obtained  by  writing: 

Research  Unit 

Massachusetts  Department  of  Correction 
100  Cambridge  Street 
Boston,  MA  02202 


J 
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Men  Released  Directly  From  Maximum  Security  ' 
An  Update 
#236 

January,  1982   -  -  Lawrence  T.  Williams 


This  paper  examines  the  men  released  directly  from  maximum  security  in 
Massachusetts  from  1977  to  1980  inclusive.     Included  in  this  report  is  a 
description  of  the  sample  according  to  the  type  of  institutional  experience, 
a  description  of  recidivism  rates  for  this  sample  by  the  type  of  institutional 
experience,  as  well  as  information  on  recidivism  rates  according  to  length  of 
time  spent  in  maximum  security.     A  discussion  of  policy  implications  of  the 
findings  is  also  presented  in  the  report. 

In  the  past  four  years,  497  men  have  been  released  from  Walpole  to 
community.     This  represents  11%  of  the  total  Department  of  Correction  releases 
over  this  period.     A  summary  of  the  correctional  history  of  these  497  releases 
from  Walpole  is  as  follows:  10%  of  these  men  spent  their  entire  incarceration 
at  Walpole  without  receiving  furloughs;  16%  had  at  least  one  medium  security 
placement  and  were  returned  to  Walpole  prior  to  release;   22%  had  at  least  one 
pre-release  or  forestry  camp  placement  and  were  returned  to  Walpole  prior  to 
release;  and  49%  of  these  men  had    been  placed  on  parole  and  were  returned  to 
Walpole  as  parole  violators  prior  to  being  released  again. 
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Varying  Time  Criteria  in  Recidivism  Follow-up 
Studies:  A  Test  of  the  "Cross-Over  Effects"  Phenomenon 

#249 


November,   1982  Daniel  P.  LeClair 


The  Massachusetts  Department  of  Correction  routinely  collects  and  publishes 
annual  recidivism  studies.    For  the  purposes  of  these  reports,  a  recidivist  is 
defined  as  a  return  to  prison  within  one  year  of  release.     Though  subject  to 
limitations,  the  one-year  follow-up  period  allows  feedback  to  planners  and 
administrators  in  a  reasonable  time  frame.     For  example,  a  series  of  one  year 
recidivism  follow-up  studies  has  been  used  to  provide  quantitative  input  into 
the  decision-making  process  concerning  the  retention  and  expansion  of  graduated 
reintegration  programming. 

Some  researchers  contend,  however,  that  problems  inherent  to  one  year 
fcilow-up  studies  may  lead  to  faulty  conclusions.     Specifically,  researchers 
warn  of  a  phenomenon  known  as  "cross-over  effects"  whereby  results  detected  in 
a  one  year  follow-up  become  reversed  in  the  second  or  third  year.     To  the 
extent  that  such  a  phenomenon  may  have  occurred  in  the  Massachusetts  system, 
administrative  decision  making  could  have  proceeded  on  a  faulty  basis. 

Our  concern  that  theoretical  limitations  of  shortened  follow-up  periods 
could  cast  doubt  on  the  validity  of  our  research  findings  prompted  a  replication 
of  an  earlier  study  of  prison  releases  which  used  a  one  year  follow-up  period 
to  see  if  emerging  trends  had  remained  consistent  after  five  years.  Comparisons 
between  findings  of  the  two  time  criteria  -  a  one  year  follow-up  and  a  five  year 
follow-up-constituted  the  measure  of  "cross-over  effects".     Analysis  has  revealed 
that  all  trends  remained  unchanged  upon  five  years  of  follow-up,  denying  a 
significant  role  to  "cross-over  effects". 


This  paper  was  presented  at  the  American  Society  of  Criminology,  Annual  Meeting 
in  Toronto  Canada,  November,  1982. 
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Youthful  Offenders  Evaluation  Volume  II:  Bind 
Overs  Committed  to  the  Massachusetts  Department 
of  Correction  1968  to  1979 

#228 


January,  1982     _  .>  Lawrence  T.  Williams 


This  report  is  the  second  volume  of  a  five  volume  series  on  youthful 
offenders  ccmmitted  to  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Correction  from  1968 
to  197  9.     This  particular  volume  is  concerned  with  the  subset  of  this  population 
consisting  of  all  youthful  offenders   Cyouths  who  were  seventeen  years  or  younger 
at  their  commitment  to  prisonl  who  were  bound  over  from  the  original  jurisdiction 
of  the  juvenile  court  to  the  adult  criminal  court  and  were  subsequently  sentenced 
to  the  state  correctional  system. 

The  analysis  in  this  report  has  indicated  that  the  bind  over  youthful 
offenders  were  more  serious  offenders  than  the  non-bind  overs.     This  is 
reflected  in  the  fact  that  bind  overs  received  more  Walpole  sentences  and 
longer  maximum  sentences  than  did  the  non-bind  overs.     The  bind  overs  received 
more  maximum  security  placements  and  served  longer  periods  of  time  in  prison 
before  their  release.     Bind  overs  had  more  extensive  prior  juvenile  justice 
experiences  than  did  non-bind  over  youthful  offenders.     Bind  overs  had  more 
prior  court  appearances  in  juvenile  court  and  more  commitments  to  the  Department 
of  Youth  Service  and  had  their  initial  juvenile  court  appearance  at  a  younger 
age  than  did  the  non-bind  overs.     Finally,  bind  overs  were  more  likely  to  be  poor, 
black  offenders  from  multi-problem  families  than  were  the  non-bind  overs. 

When  comparing  bind  overs  over  the  twelve  years  of  the  study ,  there  were 
nine  variables  that  indicated  significant  differences.     Bind  overs  presently 
being  committed  are  receiving  longer  sentences  (as  are  all  offenders)  and  have 
penetrated  deeper  into  the  juvenile  justice  system  prior  to  their  state  prison 
commitment.     Bind  overs  and  non-bind  over  youthful  offenders  exhibited  approxi- 
mately equal  recidivism  rates.    Bind  overs  had  a  recidivism  rate  of  29%  and 
non-bind  overs  a  rate  of  30%  when  utilizing  a  one-year  follow-up  and  rates  of 
40%  and  47%  respectively  when  utilizing  a  two-year  follow-up  period. 
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Classifying  Offenders  For  Lower  Security:  A  Follow-Up 
Study  of  Correctional  Decision  Making 

£246 

Linda  K.  Holt 

August,   1982  Lawrence  T.  Williams 


This  report  is  the  third  and  final  part  of  an  evaluation  of  the  Area  Board 
Classification  System  formerly  used  in  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Correction. 
This  study  reports  on  a  six-month  follow-up  of  those  offenders  recommended  for 
and  placed  in  a  lower  security  setting.     Overall,   75  percent  of  these  placements 
were  determined  to  be  successful.     An  analysis  found  eight  variables  that 
distinguished  successful  and  unsuccessful  placements:   minimum  sentence  length, 
time  to  serve  before  parole  eligibility,  maximum  sentence  length,  area  board 
seen,   committing  institution,   age  at  first  arrest,  number  of  charges  for  drug 
offenses  and  age  at  incarceration.     An  analysis  was  also  done  that  compared 
offenders  recommended  for  no  placement  change  with  successful  lower  security 
placements.     In  general  offenders  recommended  for  no  change  in  current 
placement  were  younger,  had  problems  during  their  present  incarceration  and  were 
rated  as  having  motivational  and  attitudinal  problems.     Half  of  the  group 
recommended  to  remain  at  current  status  were  moved  to  a  lower  security  setting 
during  the  six-month  follow-up  period,  and  82  percent  of  those  placements  were 
successful.     This  group  of  individuals  recommended  to  remain  at  current  level 
was  more  like  the  successful  lower  placements  than  the  unsuccessful  in  terms  of 
those  variables  that  seemed  to  determine  success.     In  general  the  classification 
system  had  a  high  success  rate  in  its  lower  security  placements.     There  was  a 
large  group  of  offenders  not  recommended  for  lower  security  placements  who  were 
successful  as  well. 
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"Women  Committed  to  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Correction,  1970  to  1980 

#237 


February,   1982  Linda  K.  Holt 


This  report  describes  women  who  were  committed  to  a  term  of  incarceration  at 
MCI-Framingham  during  the  period  1970  to  1980.     This  description  focuses  on  a 
discussion  of  the  offenses  for  which  they  were  committed,  their  personal 
background  characteristics  and  their  criminal  history.     Changes  in  the  number  of 
women  committed  and  changes  in  characteristics  of  that  population  are  also 
discussed.     From  1970  to  1974  there  was  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  women 
committed  to  Framingham.     From  1974  to  1980  there  has  been  a  steady  annual 
increase  in  the  number  of  commitments.     This  increase  is  accounted  for  mainly 
by  the  commitment  of  women  with  county  sentences  to  MCI  Framingham.  The 
implications  fcr  programs  of  this  rapid  increase  in  female  commitments  is 
addressed  in  this  report. 
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1980  Statistics  for  Convictions  in 
Massachusetts  Superior  Courts 

#238 


March,   1982  Charles  Metzler 


This  report  documents  the  total  number  of  convictions  and  their  dispositions 
in  Massachusetts  Superior  Courts  from  19  72  to  1980.    The  data  are  categorized 
according  to  twenty-four  different  offenses  selected  on  the  basis  of  both 
seriousness  and  frequency. 

Comparative  statistics  for  1972  to  1980  are  given  for  total  number  of 
convictions,  incarceration  rates,  probation  rates,  rates  of  filed  cases, 
rates  of  fines,  average  1972-1980  dispositions  and  detailed  comparisons  of 
ail  dispositions  for  1980  convictions. 


■ 
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1981  Statistics  for  Convictions  in 
Massachusetts  Superior  Courts 

#250 


July,   1982  Charles  Metzler 


The  purpose  of  this  report  is  to  document  the  total  number  of  convictions 
and  their  dispositions  from  the  Massachusetts  Superior  Courts  from  the  years  1972 
to  1981.     The.  data  are  categorized  according  to  twenty  four  different  offenses 
which  were  selected  based  on  seriousness  and  frequency.     The  statistics  in  this 
report  reflect  only  Massachusetts  Superior  Courts /not  lower  courts. 

One  noteworthy  pattern  emerges  from  the  data.      The  1981  incarceration 
rates  for  all  crimes  has- either  remained  the  same  or  is  higher  than  the  10  year 
average  indicating  that  Superior  Court  judges  were  sentencing  convicted 
offenders  to  prison  at  a  relatively  higher  rate  during  1981. 
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1981  Court  Commitments  to  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Correction 


*240 


June,   1982  Linda  K.  Holt 


This  report  is  a  statistical  description  of  the  1695  individuals  committed 
by  the  courts  to  a  term  of  incarceration  in  the  Massachusetts  Department  of 
Correction  during  1981.     Reported  is  information  on  the  nature  of  the  present 
cffense,   the  personal  background  characteristics  and  the  criminal  history  of 
these  individuals. 

The  overall  number  of  commitments  increased  by  37%  over  the  number  for 
198C,   reflecting  increases  in  commitments  at  each  committing  institution.  The 
median  age  at  commitment  was  24  years;   the  median  age  at  first  court  appearance 
was  16  years;   and  the  median  education  level  was  eleventh  grade.     The  breakdown 
of  background  characteristics  is  as  follows:  almost  two- thirds  white,  almost 
two- thirds  single,  16%  military  veterans,  one-third  with  prior  drug  use,  and 
45%  serving  their  first  incarceration. 
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Commitments  to  Massachusetts 
County  Facilities  During  1981 

#241 


March,   1982  Charles  Metzler 


This  report  is  a  description  of  court  commitments  to  the  Massachusetts  county 
facilities  (houses  of  correction)  during  1981.     Included  is  information  concerning 
operating  expenditures,   average  populations,   institution  of  commitment,  month  of 
commitment,  present  offense,  sentence,  age  at  commitment,  sex,  marital  status, 
education  and  court  of  commitment. 

During  1981,   6246  individuals  were  sentenced  to  Massachusetts  county  facilities, 
an  increase  of  15%  over  1980  commitments.     The  majority  (83%)  of  commitments  were 
for  non-person  offenses:  property   (48%),   including  the  most  common  offense, 
burglary  (.21%);  drug  (5%);  and  other  offenses   (29%).     Half  of  all  commitments  (51%) 
were  for  sentences  of  three  months  or  less,   including  commitments  in  lieu  of  fines, 
and  most  commitments   C87%)   came  from  District  Courts.     Only  three  percent  served 
weekend  sentences . 

The  individuals  sentenced  were  mostly  single   (72%)  and  male   (98%) .     The  median 
education  level  was  eleventh  grade,  and  the  median  age  was  23  years. 
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A  Statistical  Description  of  Releases  From  the 
Massachusetts  Correctional  Institutions  During  1981 

#242 


Kay,  1982  Lawrence  T.  Williams 


This  report  presents  a  statistical  description  of  the  characteristics  of 
releases  to  the  street  from  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Correction  during 
1981.     Contained  in  the  report  is  information  on  the  present  offense,  background 
characteristics,  criminal  history,  furlough  participation    and  release  variables 
for  all  individuals  released  to  the  streets  from  the  state  correction  system. 
During  1981,   1118  individuals  were  released  to  the  street  from  Massachusetts 
Correctional  Institutions,   a  10%  increase  over  the  1980  figure. 

Over  half  of  the  releases   (.55%)  spent  some  time  in  jail  awaiting  trial  for 
their  current  offense.     The  majority  of  the  releases   (66%)   served  an  indeterminate 
minimum  sentence.     More  than  half  (.54%)  served  a  maximum  sentence  of  seven  years 
or  less.     Twelve  individuals   (.1%)  had  been  serving  Life  sentences.     The  majority 
of  releases   (61%)  had  been  serving  sentences  for  violent  offenses   (54%  person  and 
8%  sex) .     Armed  robbery   (27%)  was  the  single  most  common  offense  committed  by  the 
releases . 

The  majority  of  releases   [76%]  were  male.     The  racial  characteristics  were 
as  follows:   33%  black,  and  66%  white,  with  3  Native  Americans    two  Asiatics,  and 
5  hispanics   (with  no  race  specified) .     Twenty-one  individuals  were  listed  as 
white  hispanics  and  twenty-six  as  black  hispanics .     The  median  education  level 
for  all  releases  was  tenth  grade. 

Most  of  the  releases   (.88%)  had  at  least  one  prior  court  appearance;  a  majorit 
had  court  appearances  for  person  offenses   (.83%)  and  for  property  offenses  (82%)  . 
Overall,  52%  of  the  releases  had  served  some  adult  time  for  a  prior  offense;  38% 
served  time  in  a  house  of  correction  and  27%  in  a  state  or  federal  institution. 
In  all,   29%  of  the  releases  had  been  paroled  at  least  once  prior  to  their 
current  release;   13%  had  had  juvenile  paroles/  and  23%  had  had  adult  paroles. 

A  majority  of  the  releases   (59%)  had  never  received  a  furlough  during  their 
present  incarceration.     A  breakdown  of  percent  receiving  furloughs  by  security 
level  of  release  is  as  follows:   30%  of  maximum  security  releases  had  at  least  one 
furlough*  14%  of  medium  security  releases,   48%  of  minimum  releases     and  73%  of 
pre-release  releases. 

The  majority  of  the  releases   (73%)  were  released  on  parole,  while  only  15% 
received  good  conduct  discharges  and  12%  were  expired  sentences   (almost  entirely 
short-term  women  released  from  MCI-Framingham) .     Eight  percent  of  the  releases 
were  from  maximum  security  compared  to  45%  from  medium,   9%  from  minimum  and  38% 
from  pre-release  centers.     The  median  age  at  release  was  26  years. 
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1981  Yearly  Statistical  Report  of  the 
Furlough  Program 

#243 


May,   1982  Lawrence  T.  Williams 


The  furlough  program  has  been  in  operation  by  the  Massachusetts  Department 
of  Correction  since  November  6,  1972.  A  total  of  75,515  furloughs  were  granted 
from  inception  of  the  program  until  December  31,  1981.  During  that  period,  573 
of  those  furloughs  resulted  in  escapes  (a  resident  failing  to  return  to  his/her 
correctional  facility  within  two  hours  of  his/her  designated  time) ,  yielding  an 
overall  escape  rate  of  0.8%.  The  present  report  contains  a  statistical 
description  of  the  furlough  program  for  the  year  1981  as  well  as  a  trend 
analysis  of  the  program  since  irs  inception  in  1972. 

From  January  1,  1981  to  December  31,   1981,  a  total  of  8,196  furloughs  were 
granted.     The  number  of  individuals  furloughed  in  1981  was  1,248.     The  escape 
rare  by  furloughs  granted  during  1981  was  0.4%  and  the  escape  rate  by  individual 
furloughed  was  2.7%. 
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A  Statistical  Description  of  Residents  of  the 
Massachusetts  Correctional  Institutions 
on  January  1,  1982 

#244 


June,   I9S2  Lawrence  T.  Williams 


This  report  is  a  statistical  description  of  characteristics  of  the  residents 
in  each  correctional  facility  on  January  1,  19S2.     This  point- in- time  profile 
ccr.tains  ir.f  crmaticr.  on  present  offense,  personal  background,   criminal  history 
and  furlough  participation.     On  January  1,   1952,   there  were  3690  individuals 
incarcerated  in  the  state  correctional  system,*  a  20%  increase  ever  the  number 
on  January  1,  1981. 

There  were  687  individuals   (19%)  housed  in  maximum  security  institutions, 
2108   (57%)   in  medium  security,  416   (11%)   in  minimum  security     and  479   (13%)  in 
pre-release  facilities.     Nearly  half  of  the  residents  were  sentenced  from  two 
of  the  Superior  Courts  -  Suffolk   (31%)  and  Middlesex  (15%) .     The  majority  of 
residents   (69%)  were  committed  to  Walpole .     The  majority  of  the  residents  (55%) 
were  serving  maximum  sentences  of  twelve  years  or  less;   fourteen  percent  were 
lifers;  and  five  percent  were  serving  maximum  sentences  cf  two  years  or  less  in 
prison.     The  majority  of  residents  (78%) were  serving  sentences  for  either 
person  or  sex  offenses.     The  most  frequent  committed  offense  of  the  population 
was  armed  robbery   (27%) . 

The  overwhelming  majority  (95%)  of  the  population  was  male.     The  racial 
breakdown  was  31%  black,   5%  hispanic,  63%  white,  with  three  Native  American 
individuals  and  six  Asiatic  individuals.     The  median  education  level  of  the  popu- 
lation stood  at  tenth  grade.     Of  those  residents,   60%  had  nine  or  more  prior 
court  appearances.     A  majority  had  prior  arrests  for  person  offenses  (91%)  and 
for  property  offenses   (84%) .     Twenty-seven  percent  of  the  peculation  were 
committed  to  the  Department  of  Youth  Services  as  a  juvenile.     Forty-five  percent 
had  prior  house  of  correction  incarcerations,  and  30%  had  prior  incarcerations  in 
state  cr  federal  correctional  institutions.     Overall,   58%  had  served  some  prior 
adult  time.     Most  individuals   (79%)  had  not  received  furloughs  during  the  calendar 
year  1961.     Only  3%  of  these  in  maximum  security  institutions  had  received  a  furlough 
compared  to  10%  cf  those  in  medium,   52%  cf  those  in  minimum    and  71%  of  those  in 
pre-release.     Of  the  total  population  on  January  1,  1982,   68%  had  not  received 
furloughs  from  the  day  of  their  commitment  to  January  1- 


*The  number  of  individuals  in  the  report  does  not  include  patients  at  Bndgewater 
State  Hospital  nor  individuals  awaiting  trial.     Further,   it  does  net  include  those 
individuals  who  were  sentenced  to  the  DOC  and  were  confined  in  houses  of 
correction  on  January  1,   1982  awaiting  transfers  to  DOC  facilities.     Also,  DOC 
offenders  who  have  been  transferred  to  House  of  Correction  to  serve  their  sentences 
are  not  included  in  the  statistics. 
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Population  Movements  in  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Correction  During  1981 


June,  1982  Lawrence  T.  Williams 


This  annual  movement  report  is  a  compilation  of  all  admissions  and  releases 
during  1981.     It  presents  information  by  type  of  admission  or  release  including 
new  court  commitments;  paroles;  returns  or  parole  violations;  discharges;  escapes 
deaths;  transfers  to  other  correctional  facilities,  both  in  and  out  of  state;  and 
trips  to  hospitals  and  courts. 

At  the  beginning  of  1981  the  population  of  all  Massachusetts  Department  of 
Correction  facilities  was  3231;  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  population  had  risen 
to  3777,  ar.  increase  of  17%.     All  figures  in  this  report  exclude  7  individuals 
sentenced  to  the  Department  who  were  awaiting  places ,  22  women  awaiting  trial  at 
MCI-Framingham  and  any  Bridgewater  State  Hospital  placements. 

The  total  of  9267  admission  movements  of  all  types  into  institutions  during 
1981  was  a  26%  increase  over  the  number  in  1980.     Tne  number  of  returns  on  parole 
violations  in  1981  was  354,  an  8%  decrease  from  the  previous  year.     New  court 
commitments  showed  a  39%  increase  from  1208  in  1980  to  1678  in  1981,  reflecting 
increases  in  commitments  to  each  committing  institution.     There  was  a  44% 
decrease  in  the  number  of  individuals  received  on  a  from  and  after  sentence , 
from  32  in  1980  to  18  in  1981.     The  number  of  returns  from  escapes  increased  by 
26%  from  169  in  1980  to  213  in  1981. 

The  8721  movements  out  of  institutions  during  1981  were  a  25%  increase 
from  the  previous  year.     A  large  increase  came  in  inter-institutional  transfers, 
a  30%  increase  in  one  year.     The  number  of  paroles  remained  stable   (818  in  1980 
tc  825  in  19811.     There  were  6  deaths  in  Department  of  Correction  facilities 
during  the  year:  one  death  by  homicide,  two  by  suicide,  and  three  by  natural 
causes.     There  was  a  36%  increase  in  the  number  of  escapes,  from  176  in  1980 
to  239  in  1981. 

Four  types  of  movements  to  and  from  houses  of  correction  are  described  in 
this  report.     The  first  is  a  Department  of  Correction  inmate  transferring  to  a 
county  institution,  of  which  there  were  60  in  1981.     The  second  type  is  a 
Department  of  Correction  inmate  returning  from  a  county  facility,  with  29  such 
returns  in  1981.     The  third  type  of  move  is  a  county  inmate  transferring  to  a 
Department  of  Correction  facility,  with  22  such  admissions  in  1981.     The  fourth 
type  of  move  is  releases  of  Department  inmates  to  a  county  facility  on  a  from 
and  after  sentence,  with  32  such  releases  in  1981. 

There  were  96  transfers  from  Department  of  Correction  facilities  to  prisons 
in  other  states,  including  85  Department  inmates  and  12  non-Department  inmates. 
Almost  three-fourths  of  these  offenders  were  transferred  to  other  New  England 
states.     The  104  transfers  from  other  states  during  1961  included  79  Department 
offenders  and  25  non-Department  offenders.     Most  of  these  cf fencers   { 76 % 1  were 
admitted  from  other  New  England  states. 
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Statistical  Tables  Describing  The  Background 
Characteristics  and  Recidivism  Rates  for  Releases  From 
Massachusetts  Correctional  Institutions  During  1980 

#247 


August,  1982  Lawrence  T.  Williams 


This  research,  report  is  a  statistical  description  of  characteristics  of 
offenders  released  to  the  streets  from  Massachusetts  Correctional  Institutions 
during  1980  with  corresponding  recidivism  rates.*     The  statistics  are  available 
for  men  released  from.  Walpole,  Concord,  Norfolk,  Southeastern  Correctional 
Center,  Framing  ham ,  Plymouth,  Warwick,  Northeastern  Correctional  Center,  Bay- 
State  Correctional  Center,  Lemuel  Shattuck  and  Bridgewater  State  Hospitals,  and 
an  aggregate  of  five  drug  programs  and  thirteen  pre-release  centers.  Statistics 
are  also  available  for  women  released  from  Framingham  and  three  combined 
pre-release  centers. 

A  total  of  941  offenders   (799  males  and  162  females)   were  released  from 
the  correctional  facilities  listed  above.     A  recidivist  is  defined  as  any 
offender  who  returns  to  a  state  or  federal  correctional  institution,  or  to  a 
house  of  correction  or  jail  for  30  days  or  more  within  one  year  from  the  date 
of  the  individual's  release  to  the  community.     Information  contained  in  this 
report  includes  statistics  on  recidivism  rates  associated  with  individual 
characteristics  with  regard  to  release  variables,  nature  of  present  offense 
variables,  personal  background  characteristics,  criminal  history  variables, 
furlough  participation  variables  and  release  follow-up  variables. 

The  overall  recidivism  rate  for  individuals  released  during  1980  was  26%. 
This  is  identical  to  the  rate  for  1979  releases. 


*  A  companion  study  providing  the  same  information  for  offenders  released  from 
pre-release  facilities  follows. 
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Statistical  Tables  Describing  the  Background 
Characteristics  and  Recidivism  Rates  for  Releases  From 
Massachusetts  Pre-Release  Facilities  During  1980 

#248 


August,   1982  "        "  Lawrence  T.  Williams 


This  research  report  is  a  statistical  description  of  characteristics  of 
offenders  under  the  supervision  of  the  Department  of  Correction  who  were 
released  from  pre-release  facilities  during  1980  with  corresponding  recidivism 
rares .     The  statistics  are  available  for  offenders  released  from  five  drug 
programs    (Conciiio,  Meridian,  Share,  Third  Nail,  Project  Turnabout),  from 
thirteen  pre-release  centers   (577  House,   699  House,  Temporary  Housing  Project, 
Shirley,  Boston  State,   Coolidge  House,  Brooke  House,  South  Middlesex,  Park  Drive, 
Lancaster,  Ch.arlotte  House,  Hillside,   and  Norfolk  Pre-Release)   and  from  an 
aggregate  of  an  eleven  non-pre-release  institutions.     A  total  of  941  offenders 
(779  males  and  162  females)  were  released  from  the  correctional  facilities 
listed  above.     A  recidivist  is  defined  as  any  offender  who  returns  to  a  state 
or  federal  correctional  institution,  or  to  a  house  of  correction  or  jail  for 
30  days  or  more  within  one  year  from  the  date  of  the  individual's  release  to 
the  community. 

Information  contained  in  this  report  includes  statistics  on  recidivism  rates 
associated  with,  individual  characteristics  with  regard  to  release  variables,  nature 
of  present  offense  variables,  personal  background  characreristics ,  criminal 
history  variables,   furlough  participation  variables  and  release  follow-up 
variables . 

The  overall  recidivism  rate  for  individuals  released  from  pre-release  status 
in  1980  was  15%.     This  was  11  percentage  points  lower  than  the  1980  rate  for  all 
releases  and  1  percentage  point  lower  than  the  1979  rate  for  pre-release 
status  releases. 
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DOC  Population  Trends  and  Projections 


November,  1982  Francis  J.  Carney 


This  information*  "bulletin  focuses  on  the  overcrowded  condition  of  state 
prisons,  places  the  state  system  in  relation  to  both  national  and  Massachusetts 
county  system  trends  and  explores  possible  explanations  for  the  accelerated 
increase  in  the  prison  population. 


Factors  examined  include  the  effect  of  court  reform,  the  increase  in  the 
population  at  risk  and  the  trend  in  the  Commonwealth  toward  longer  sentences. 
Finally,  population  projections  are  made'  for  the  Department  of  Correction  based 
on  existing  sentencing  statutes. 
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MASSACHUSETTS  DEPARTMENT  OF  CORRECTION 
REVIEW  OF  CURRENT  RESEARCH  -  1983 


During  1983,   the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Correction  (DOC) 
Research  Unit  conducted  several  research  projects  on  various  topics 
concerning  the  Department.     This  report  presents  a  review  of  the 
papers  that  stemmed  from  these  projects.     Included  in  this  report 
are  abstracts  which  summarize  specific  findings  of  each  of  the 
individual  studies  cited. 

The  report  is  divided  into  three  sections  which  reflect  the 
different  areas  of  research  conducted  by  the  Research  Unit  during  1983. 
The  first  section  describes  two  papers  which  deal  with  the  topic  of 
community  reintegration.     Since  community  reintegration  has  been  a 
priority  within  the  DOC  itself,   the  Research  Unit  has  closely  monitored 
its  effects  on  the  state  prison  population.     The  first  report  analyzes 
recidivism  rates  for  two  years    (1978  and  1979),   and  examines  why  the 
rate  increased  in  1979  for  the  first  time  in  years.     The  second  report 
is  an  overview  of  previous  research  on  community  reintegration,  spanning 
a  ten  year  period  from  1971  to  1980.     This  paper  looks  at  the  persistence 
of  various  trends  over  the  years,   controlling  for  program  selection 
factors  and  also  examines  the  possibility  of  cross-over  effects. 

The  second  section  in  this  report  includes  all  those  papers  which 
evaluate  or  describe  certain  populations  within  the  DOC.     The  first 
report  in  this  section  is  a  description  of  the  Awaiting  Trial  Unit  (ATU) 
at  MCI-Framingham.     This  Unit  houses  women  awaiting  trial,   those  who  in 
prior  years  would  normally  have  been  held  in  county  houses  of  correction 
or  jails.     The  second  report  is  part  of  a  series  of  reports  which  have 
focused  on  youthful  offenders  incarcerated  in  the  state  prison  system. 
This  specific  one  examines  the  recidivism  rate  for  this  population  as 
well  as  the  type  of  youthful  offender  who  represents  a  high  recidivist 
risk.     The  third  report  in  this  section  presents  a  typology  of  older 
prisoners  within  Massachusetts  State  Correctional  facilities  from  1972 
to  1982.     The  analysis  proposes  the  use  of  a  four- fold  typology  to  aide 
in  the  understanding  of  inmates  over  age  60. 

The  final  section  of  the  report  includes  the  eight  statistical 
reports  which  the  Research  Unit  produces  annually.     The  first  is  a 
statistical  description  of  Massachusetts  correctional  institutions  on 
Jannary  1,    1983.     There  are  two  commitment  reports:   one  on  those 
committed  to  the  state  prison  system  and  another  on  those  committed  to 
county  houses  of  correction.     There  are  three  other  reports  which  deal 
with  the  movement  of  population  in  the  DOC:   one  on  furlough  program 
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participants ,  a  second  on  those  released  from  the  DOC  during  1982  and 
a  third  on  the  various  population  movements  in  the  DOC  during  that  year. 
Finally,   two  statistical  reports  concerning  recidivism  rates  for  the 
1981  releases  are  covered.     The  first  examines  this  data  for  all  1981 
releases  and  the  second  examines  those  1981  releases  from  each  specific 
pre-release  facility. 

Copies  of  the  complete  studies  may  be  obtained  by  writing  to: 


Research  Unit 

Massachusetts  Department  of  Correction 
100  Cambridge  Street,    21st  Floor 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02202 
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An  Analysis  of  Recidivism  Rates  Among  Residents  Released 
From  Massachusetts  Correctional  Institutions 
During  the  Years  1978  and  1979 

#252 


March,   1983  Dr.  Daniel  P.  LeClair 


This  study  presents  an  analysis  of  recidivism  rates  for  individuals 
released  from  Massachusetts  correctional  institutions  in  the  years  1978 
and  1979.     The  data  show  that  a  recent  historical  trend  of  an  overall 
reduction  in  recidivism  rates  since  the  year  1971  continued  to  fall  in 
the  1978  cohort  but  rose  to  a  new  high  in  the  1979  cohort.     The  1979 
data  represent  the  first  statistically  significant  increase  in 
recidivism  rates  in  the  nine  year  period. 

The  report  is  divided  into  four  sections,   the  first  of  which  is  an 
overview  of  the  recidivism  data  for  the  1978  and  the  1979  releases.  The 
second  section  explores  the  relationship  between  the  1978  -  1979  data 
and  prior  recidivism  trends.     Consistent  with  past  studies,  the  1978  - 
1979  data  show  a  positive  relationship  between  furlough  participation 
and  lower  rates  of  recidivism,  and  a  positive  relationship  between 
pre-release  participation  and  lower  rates  of  recidivism.     The  data 
also  show  a  similar  association  of  lower  recidivism  rates  for  releases 
from  lower  security  institutions  and  higher  rates  for  releases  from 
higher  security  institutions  for  both  cohorts. 

The  third  section  of  the  report  explores  a  variety  of  possible 
explanations  for  the  significant  increase  in  the  recidivism  rate  for 
the  1979  releases.     However,   the  data  revealed  that  none  of  these 
explanations  held  and  that  further  research  is  needed  to  explore  this 
important  policy  question. 

A  final  section  of  the  study  focuses  on  the  identification  of 
specific  variables  found  to  distinguish  between  individuals  who 
recidivate  and  those  who  do  not.     The  findings  generally  fit  into  prior 
studies  which  have  isolated  variables  such  as  marital  status,  education, 
employment  history,  age,  type  of  offense  and  criminal  career  pattern  as 
the  principle  predictors  of  recidivism.     Additionally,   furlough  partici- 
pation and  successful  completion  of  pre-release  placements  were  the 
strongest  predictors  of  non-recidivism. 
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The  Effect  of  Community  Reintegration  on  Rates  of  Recidivism: 
A  Statistical  Overview  of  Data  for  the  Years 
1971  Through  1980 


#253 


June,   1983  Dr.  Daniel  P.  LeClair 


This  report  draws  together  data  generated  from  Massachusetts  recidi- 
vism studies  of  the  past  ten  years  and  presents  a  statistical  overview 
of  the  results  of  that  research.     The  first  section  of  the  report  provides 
a  general  overview  of  the  recidivism  data  for  the  ten  year  span. 
Included  in  the  overview  is  a    discussion  of  the  trends  that  have  emerged 
and  remained  consistent  over  the  years.     They  are:   1)   a  systematic 
reduction  in  recidivism  rates  from  1971  to  1978,  with  an  increase  in 
1979  and  1980,   2)    lower  recidivism  associated  with  inmates  who 
participated  in  the  furlough  program,    3)    lower  recidivism  for  pre-release 
participants  and  4)   lower  recidivism  associated  with  a  graduated  movement 
among  institutions  in  descending  level  of  security  and  size. 

The  second  section  presents  data  on  these  trends  for  which  a  control 
for  program  selection  biases  has  been  performed.     That  is,  Base 
Expectancy  tables  have  been  utilized  to  construct  expected  rates  of 
recidivism.     Data  for  each  of  the  trends  are  therefore  analyzed  in  terms 
of  expected  vs.  actual  results  and  tests  of  significance  are  performed. 
The  trends  mentioned  above  all  held  true  even  with  the  control  for 
program  selection  biases. 

The  data  presented  in  the  first  two  sections  are  based  on  a  one 
year  follow-up  criterion.     Because  of  the  concern  of  possible  cross-over 
effects,   studies  with  longer  follow-up  periods  have  been  conducted  and 
their  results  are  presented  in  section  three.     Analysis  revealed  that 
all  trends  previously  identified  remained  unchanged  upon  extension  to 
five  years  of  follow-up,   thus  denying  a  significant  role  to  cross-over 
effects  in  the  Massachusetts  research. 

At  the  end  of  the  report  a  bibliography  is  provided  which  contains 
a  listing  of  all  the  published  recidivism  reports  that  this  statistical 
overview  summarizes. 
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III.      EVALUATIVE  AND  DESCRIPTIVE  STUDIES 
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Women  in  Jail:  A  Description  of  the  Awaiting  Trial 
Unit  at  the  Massachusetts  Correctional 
Institution  at  Framingham 

#251 


April,   1983  Lisa  Lorant 


The  Awaiting  Trial  Unit  (ATU)   at  MCI-Framingham  is  a  facility  that 
is  used  to  house  women  from  all  parts  of  Massachusetts  who  are  awaiting 
a  court  hearing,     waiting  to  make  bail  or  being  held  for  some  authority. 
Over  the  last  two  years  there  has  been  rapid  growth  of  the  Awaiting  Trial 
Unit  population  at  MCI-Framingham.     The  purpose  of  this  report  is  to 
address  the  lack  of  research  on  the  ATU  population  in  general  and  to 
understand  the  reasons  behind  the  large  increase  in  population. 

A  description  of  the  ATU  is  outlined  in  the  first  section  of  the 
report  and  includes:   1)   the  physical  characteristics  of  the  ATU,   2)  the 
Administration/staff  at  the  ATU,   3)   the  ATU  admissions  process  and 
4)   the  programming  available  to  ATU  residents. 

The  second  section  discusses  the  population  levels  at  the  ATU  during 
the  period  1975  -  1982.     The  report  documents  the  rapid  rise  in  total 
population  leading  to  overcrowding  at  the  ATU.     In  1982  the  average 
daily  population  at  the  ATU  was  44  residents.     With  a  rated  capacity  of 
17,   this  meant  that  the  facility  was  operating  on  average  at  159%  over 
capacity.     This  represents  an  83%  growth  in  population  from  1981  when 
the  average  daily  population  was  24  residents. 

An  analysis  of  the  admission  and  release  patterns  make  up  the  third 
section  of  the  report.     The  rise  in  total  population  was  associated  with 
a  rise  in  admissions  from  various  parts  of  the  state  as  the  county 
correctional  system  closed  its  pre-trial  facilities  for  women  and  with 
an  increase  in  the  length  of  stay  for  women  in  the  ATU.     In  1982  there 
were  1,270  admissions  to  the  ATU.     This  represents  a  38%  increase  in 
admissions  over  1981.     Also  the  median  length  of  stay  in  the  ATU  in 
1982  was  5  days.     This  is  an  increase  from  3  days  in  1975.     In  1982 
most  women  released  from  the  ATU  were  bailed  (36%)   or  returned  to  court 
(46%) .     Only  13%  of  the  admissions  resulted  in  an  individual  being 
commirted  directly  to  MCI-Framingham. 
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Youthful  Offenders  Evaluation  Volume  III 
Recidivism  Analysis 

#229 


July,   1983  Lawrence  T.  Williams 


This  report  is  the  third  of  a  five  volume  series  of  studies  on 
offenders  seventeen  years  of  age  or  younger  committed  to  the  DOC  from 
1968  to  1979.     The  focus  on  this  volume  is  on  a  recidivism  analysis  of 
the  sample . 

The  report  begins  by  reviewing  prior  volumes  of  the  youthful 
offender  series,   explaining  the  methodology  and  presenting  an  overview  • 
of  prior  Massachusetts  DOC  recidivism  research.     For  this  series  of  t 
reports,  a  youthful  offender  is  being  defined  as  any  offender  who  was  -' 
seventeen  years  of  age  or  younger  when  committed  to  the  DOC  from  1968 
to  1979.     This  includes  youth  who  were  seventeen  at  the  time  of  their 
commitment   Clegally  adults  in  Massachusetts)   as  well  as  youth  who  were 
bound  over  from  juvenile  court  jurisdiction  and  treated  as  adults  in 
the  adult  criminal  justice  system. 

In  addition  to  analyzing  the  recidivism  rate   (30%)    for  the  youthful 
offender  sample  after  a  one  year  follow-up  period,   the  study  identifies 
those  factors  that  were  associated  with  high  recidivist  risk  youthful 
offenders.     Recidivism  rates  and  high  risk  indicators  were  also  analyzed 
for  various  subsets  of  the  youthful  offender  sample.     One  division 
breaks  down  the  sample  into  bindover  and  non-bindover  offenders.  A 
further  division  breaks  down  each  of  these  subsets  into  smaller  groups 
depending  on  their  penetration  into  the  juvenile  justice  system. 

All  the  separate  analyses  indicate  that  high  recidivism  risk 
youthful  offenders  had  extensive  criminal/delinquent  records  prior  to 
this  incarceration.     Similarly,  those  with  the  least  extensive  criminal 
background  had  significantly  lower  recidivism  rates  than  did  the  remainder 
of  the  sample.     In  fact,  youthful  offenders  with  no  prior  juvenile 
delinquent  history  who  were  not  bindovers  had  a  recidivism  rate  of  8% 
while  those  with  an  extensive  juvenile  delinquent  history  who  were  also 
bindovers  had  a  recidivism  rate  of  37%. 


A  Typology  of  Older  Prisoners  in  Massachusetts 
State  Correctional  Facilities 
1972  to  1982 


#260 


August,   1983  Patricia  Tobin 

Charles  Metzler 


This  research  develops  a  conceptual  typology  of  older  prisoners 
based  upon  the  criminal  history  of  inmates  age  60  and  over  in  the 
Massachusetts  State  Correctional  System  between  1972  and  1982.  In 
previous  studies  of  elderly  offenders   (Wiegand  and  Berger,  1979-80; 
Teller  and  Howell,   1981) ,  two  distinctive  types  were  identified: 
1)   the  first  offender  and  2)   the  chronic  of f ender/recidivist . 
However,   this  bipolar  typology  does  not  capture  all  types  of  older 
offenders  and  instead  clusters  together  certain  types  of  offenders 
that  have  distinct  backgrounds. 

Analysis  is  therefore  used  in  this  study  to  test  an  alternative 
system  of  classifying  older  inmates  into  four  categories.     They  are: 
1)   "first  offenders"  who  are  admitted  to  prison  for  the  first  time  at 
older  ages  and  have  no  previous  convictions;   2)    "chronic  off enders"  with 
a  history  of  incarcerations  in  a  house  of  correction  or  multiple 
criminal  charges  who  are  first  imprisoned  in  a  state  prison  late  in 
life;   3)    "prison  recidivists"  who  are  older  inmates  who  have  a  record 
of  multiple  state  and  federal  incarcerations  beginning  at  a  young  age; 
and  4)    "young  offenders  grown  old"  who  are  imprisoned  when  young  who 
received  long  sentences  and  grew  old  in  prison. 

The  four  types  of  older  inmates  appear  quite  dissimilar  in  terms 
of  offense  patterns,   criminal  history  and  types  of  movement  within  the 
prison  system.     The  fourfold  typology  suggests  that  the  presence  of 
older  people  in  prison  is  not  simply  a  bimodal  pattern  of  youthful 
offenders  continuing  criminal  careers  and  senior  citizens  being  incar- 
cerated for  the  first  time.     In  conclusion,   the  findings  from  this  study 
suggest  that  the  fourfold  typology  would  be  more  useful  and  would  yield 
richer  data  than  the  bipolar  typology. 
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A  Statistical  Description  of  Residents  of  the  Massachusetts 
Correctional  Institutions 
On  January  1,  1983 

#254 


June,   1983  Linda  K.  Holt 


This  report  is  a  statistical  description  of  characteristics  of  the 
residents  in  each  correctional  facility  on  January  1,   1983.  This 
description  includes  information  on  present  offense,  personal  background, 
criminal  history  and  furlough  participation.     The  report  is  divided  into 
two  sections:   the  first  gives  the  description  of  residents  at  all  non- 
pre-release  institutions  and  combines  pre-release  facilities  together 
and  the  second  gives  the  description  of  residents  at  each  pre-release 
facility  and  combines  the  non-pre-release  institutions  together. 

On  January  1,   1983  there  were  4,334  individuals  incarcerated  in  the 
state  correctional  system.     This  represents  an  18%  increase  from  the 
population  on  January  1,  1981. 

Of  the  4,334  DOC  residents  there  were  724  (17%)   in  maximum  security 
institutions,    2421   (56%)   in  medium  security  institutions  and  1189  (27%) 
in  minimum  security  institutions  or  pre-release  centers.     The  majority 
of  the  residents  were  originally  committed  to  Walpole   (66%)  .     While  the 
majority  of  sentences  were  spread  over  a  range  from  one  year  to  over 
twenty,    13%  were  lifers  and  32%  had  indeterminate  sentences.     The  majority 
of  residents  are  serving  sentences  for  crimes  against  the  person  (63%) 
or  sex  offenses   (13%).     The  most  frequently  committed  offense  is  armed 
robbery   (26%) . 

The  population  is  95%  male.     In  terms  of  race,   there  were  66% 
whites  and  34%  blacks.     Seven  percent  of  the  population  were  Hispanic. 
The  median  age  of  the  population  on  January  1,   1983  was  28  years  old  and 
the  population  is  predominantly  single   (63%) .     The  median  education  level 
is  tenth  grade;   32%  have  completed  the  high  school  level. 

Twenty-six  percent  have  a  history  of  commitments  to  a  juvenile 
authority.     Overall,   56%  had  at  least  one  prior  incarceration  as  an  adult, 
including  45%  with  incarcerations  at  the  county  level  and  27%  with  state 
or  federal  incarcerations. 

Twenty-nine  percent  of  the  population  participated  in  the  furlough 
program  during  their  current  commitment.     Only  4%  have  had  one  or  more 
escape  furlough  outcomes. 
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Commitments  to  Massachusetts  County 
Facilities  During  1982 

#255 


July,   1983  Lawrence  T.  Williams 


This  report  is  a  description  of  court  commitments  to  the  Massa- 
chusetts County  facilities   (houses  of  correction)   during  1982. 
Included  in  this  report  is  information  concerning  operating  expenditures 
and  average  populations  as  well  as  statistics  on  present  offense  and 
personal  background  variables . 

The  total  operating  expenses  for  the  year  ending  June  30,   1982  were  p 
just  under  34  million  dollars.     During  1982  there  were  8,500  individuals  _» 
committed  to  county  facilities.     This  represents  an  increase  of  36%  over 
the  number  of  commitments  during  1981. 

The  majority  of  individuals    (86%)  were  committed  for  non-person 
offenses.     Burglary  was  the  offense  for  which  individuals  were  most 
frequently  sentenced   (18%).     Commitments  for  operating  a  motor  vehicle 
under  the  influence  of  alcohol  increased  from  295  during  1981  to  1305 
during  1982,  an  increase  of  342%.     The  majority  of  sentences  were  under 
a  year,  with  60%  of  the  individuals  being  committed  to  sentences  of 
three  months  or  less . 

The  median  age  for  commitments  to  houses  of  correction  during  1982 
was  24  years  old.     The  majority  of  the  population  were  male   (99%) . 
Most  offenders  were  single   (70%)   at  the  time  of  their  commitment  to  the 
county  facility.     The  median  last  grade  completed  was  the  eleventh  grade. 
More  than  one  third  of  the  commitments   (41%)   had  graduated  from  high 
school,  while  only  135  offenders   (2%)   had  graduated  from  college. 

Most  of  the  commitments   (92%)  were  sentenced  by  District  Courts. 
Nearly  half   (44%)    of  the  commitments  were  sentenced  to  three  institutions  - 
Billerica,  Worcester  and  Springfield. 
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1982  Court  Commitments  to  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Correction 


#256 


June,   1983  Linda  K.  Holt 


This  report  is  a  statistical  description  of  the  2,003  individuals 
committed  by  the  courts  to  a  term  of  incarceration  in  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Correction.     The  tables  in  this  report  contain  information 
on  the  nature  of  present  offense,  personal  background  characteristics 
and  criminal  history  of  these  individuals.     The  2,003  commitments 
during  1982  represent  an  18%  increase  from  the  previous  year  and  the 
highest  number  of  commitments  over  a  ten  year  period. 

Seventy-five  percent  of  the  commitments  to  the  DOC  were  from  Superior 
Courts,  mostly  from  Suffolk  Superior,  Middlesex  Superior  and  Worcester 
Superior.     However,   only  17%  of  the  commitments  to  Framingham  were  from 
Superior  Courts;   most  commitments  to  Framingham  were  from  municipal  or 
district  courts.     While  the  commitments  to  Walpole  and  Concord  increased 
slightly   (8%  and  11%  respectively),   the  commitments  to  Framingham 
increased  substantially   (49%) .     This  increase  in  females  accounts  for 
59%  of  the  total  increase  in  commitments .     The  type  of  offense  varied 
by  committing  institution.     Sixty-nine  percent  of  the  commitments  to 
Walpole  and  62%  to  Concord  were  for  person  or  sex  offenses  while  38% 
of  the  commitments  to  Framingham  were  for  property  offenses  and  38% 
were  for  offenses  in  the  "other"  category. 

The  median  age  at  incarceration  was  25  years,  with  ages  ranging  from 
16  years  to  68  years  old.     All  Walpole  and  Concord  commitments  (73%) 
are  male;   all  Framingham  commitments   (27%)   are  female.     Seventy  percent 
of  the  new  inmates  were  white  and  29%  black;   of  the  whole  sample  9% 
were  Hispanic.     The  median  educational  level  for  this  population  was 
the  11th  grade;   42%  were  high  school  graduates,   and  10%  had  some  college 
education. 

In  terms  of  their  criminal  history,   the  median  age  at  the  time  of 
first  court  appearance  was  17  years  of  age.     The  median  number  of  prior 
court  appearances  was  ten.     While  52%  were  serving  their  first  adult 
incarceration,   3  7%  had  a  history  of  incarcerations  in  a  county  facility 
and  21%  had  been  incarcerated  at  a  state  or  federal  facility. 
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1982  Yearly  Statistical  Report 
of  the  Furlough  Program 

#257 


July,   1983  Patricia  Tobin 


The  furlough  program  has  been  in  operation  by  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Correction  since  November  6,  1972.     A  total  of  81,822 
furloughs  have  been  granted  between  the  inception  of  the  program  and 
December  31,   1982.     This  report  is  divided  into  two  sections.  The 
first  section  gives  an  overview  of  pertinent  furlough  statistics  for 
1982.     The  second  section  presents  an  overview  of  the  Massachusetts 
furlough  program  and  provides  comparisons  over  the  past  ten  years. 

During  the  1982  calendar  year,   6,307  furloughs  were  granted. 
The  number  of  individuals  furloughed  was   1,198.     Of  the  total  number 
granted,   twelve   (0.2%1  resulted  in  official  escapes,   three  of  which 
returned  voluntarily  within  twenty-four  hours.     The  majority  of 
furloughs   (66%)   were  granted  from  pre-release  centers,  with  30%  being 
granted  from  minimum  and  only  4%  being  granted  from  medium  and 
maximum  security  combined. 

During  1982  the  DOC  released  1,440  residents  to  the  community. 
Of  that  total,   30%   (438)   had  received  one  or  more  furloughs  before 
release . 

Since  41%  of  the  inmates  released  in  1981  had  been  furloughed, 
this  represents  a  4%  decrease  in  furlough  participation  of  the  released 
population  from  1981  to  1982.     Finally,  while  the  furlough  rate 
fluctuated  month  by  month,   an  average  of  8.8%  of  the  population  was 
furloughed  per  month. 

In  spanning  the  past  ten  years,   it  is  evident  that  the  number  of 
individuals  furloughed  per  year  has  decreased.     From  1973  to  1982,  the 
number  of  individuals  furloughed  decreased  from  1,868  to  1,198  (a 
decline  of  36%)   with  a  slight  increase  occurring  between  1980  and  1981. 
The  escape  rate  by  individual  furloughed  followed  a  similar  declining 
pattern  over  the  ten  years  from  a  high  of  7.6%  to  a  low  of  1.0%. 
While  these  trends  were  occurring,  the  percentages  of  individuals 
being  released  who  had  not  participated  in  the  furlough  program  prior 
to  their  release  was  increasing.     Even  though  the  number  of  releases 
over  this  time  span  increased  by  49%,   the  percentage  of  individuals 
released  who  had  participated  in  the  furlough  program  decreased  from  69% 
to  30%. 


A  Statistical  Description  of  Releases 
From  the  Massachusetts  Correctional 
Institutions  During  1982 


#259 


August,   1983  Linda  K.  Holt 


This  report  presents  a  statistical  description  of  the  characteristics 
of  individuals  released  to  the  street  from  the  Massachusetts  Department 
of  Correction  during  1982.     The  tables  contain  information  on  the  releases 
themselves  as  well  as  information  on  the  releasees,   including  their 
present  offense,   personal  background  characteristics,   criminal  history 
and  furlough  participation.     The  report  is  divided  into  two  sets  of  tables  - 
those  that  represent  each  non-pre-release  facility,  with  the  pre-release 
centers  put  in  one  category  and  then  those  that  represent  each  pre-release" 
center  separately  but  put  all  other  facilities  into  a  non-pre-release 
category. 

During  1982  there  were  1,440  individuals  released  to  the  street  from 
facilities  in  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Correction.     This  represents 
an  increase  of  29%  from  1981. 

The  data  reveal  that  males  and  females  differ  on  most  release 
characteristics.     These  differences  may  largely  be  attributed  to  the  type 
of  sentence  served.     While  almost  all   (98%)  male  releases  were  serving 
state  sentences,   only  13%  of  the  women  releases  were  serving  state 
sentences . 

For  male  releasees,   60%  were  released  from  lower  security  institutions 
(.minimum  security  and  pre-release  centers)   and  40%  were  released  from  secure 
institutions   (maximum  or  medium  security) .     For  females,   only  10%  were 
released  from  lower  security  and  90%  being  released  from  secure  institutions. 

Individuals  could  be  released  by  the  authority  of  the  Parole  Board, 
by  expiration  of  sentence  or  by  a  good  conduct  discharge.     Eighty  percent 
of  the  men  released  were  paroled  and  20%  were  released  by  expiration  of 
sentence  or  good  conduct  discharge.     Again  we  find  a  difference  by  sex 
with  only  39%  of  female  releasees  being  paroled. 

For  those  cases  where  time  served  could  readily  be  calculated,  72% 
served  two  years  or  less  before  release.     In  breaking  this  down  by  committing 
institution,   there  was  a  difference  in  time  served  for  Walpole   (4.6  years), 
Concord  (1.4  years)  and  Framingham  (4  months)  sentences. 
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Population  Movements  in  The  Massachusetts  Department 
of  Correction  During  1982 

#261 


December,   1983  Patricia  Tobin 


This  movement  report  is  a  compilation  of  all  admissions  and  releases 
during  1982.     It  presents  information  by  type  of  admission  and  release 
including:   new  court  commitments,  paroles,  returns  on  parole  violations, 
discharges,  escapes,  deaths,   transfers  to  other  correctional  facilities 
both  within  the  state  and  outside  of  the  state,  and  trips  to  hospitals 
and  courts. 

At  the  beginning  of  1982  the  population  of  all  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Correction  facilities  was   3777;   at  the  end  of  1982  the 
population  was  4431.     This  represents  an  increase  of  654  individuals  or 
17%  during  a  single  year  and  is  an  increase  of  37%  over  the  population 
at  the  beginning  of  1981.     The  population  change  was  due  primarily  to 
the  disproportionate  increase  in  admissions  over  releases. 

There  was  a  total  of  11,356  admission  movements  of  all  types  into 
institutions  during  1982.     This  represents  a  22%  increase  over  the 
number  of  such  movements  in  1981.     When  broken  down  by  specific  type 
of  admission,  we  see  that  the  increase  was  across  the  board  and  included 
increases  in  returns  on  parole  violations   (20%) ,   transfers  within  the 
DOC   (24%),   new  court  commitments   (17%)  and  returns  from  escapes  (18%). 

There  were  10,702  movements  out  of  institutions  during  1982,  a  23% 
increase  from  the  previous  year.  Much  of  the  increase  in  releases  can 
be  attributed  to  inter-institutional  transfers,  which  increased  23%  in 
one  year.  Paroles  to  the  street  increased  by  16%  and  escapes  by  15%. 
The  number  of  transfers  to  houses  of  correction  remained  stable  (79  in 
1982) .  There  were  9  deaths  in  DOC  facilities:  two  deaths  by  homicide, 
two  by  suicide  and  five  by  natural  causes . 
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Statistical  Tables  Describing  the  Background  Characteristics 
and  Recidivism  Rates  for  Releases  From  Massachusetts 
Correctional  Institutions  During  1981 

#262 


December,    1983  Lawrence  T.  Williams 


This  report  is  a  statistical  description  of  characteristics  of 
offenders  released  to  the  streets  from  Massachusetts  correctional 
institutions  during  1981  with  corresponding  recidivism  rates.  A 
recidivist  is  defined  as  any  offender  who  returns  to  a  state  or  federal 
correctional  institution,  or  to  a  house  of  correction  or  jail  for  30 
days  or  more.     The  follow-up  period  is  one  year  from  the  date  of  the 
offender's  release  to  the  community.     In  this  report,  all  drug  programs 
and  pre-release  facilities  are  collapsed  into  the  category  "pre-release"*. 
Similarly,   the  category  "minimum  security"  includes  releases  from  NCC 
(Northeastern  Correctional  Center) ,  Bay  State  Correctional  Center, 
Plymouth  and  Warwick.     Statistics  are  available  for  men  released  from 
these  two  categories  as  well  as  from  MCI's  Walpole,  Concord,  Framingham, 
Gardner,  Norfolk  and  SECC   (Southeastern  Correctional  Center) .  Statistics 
are  also  available  for  women  released  from  MCI -Framingham,  and  three 
pre-release  centers  housing  women  (Charlotte  House,  Brooke  House  and 
Lancaster) . 

A  total  of  1,032  offenders   C837  males  and  195  females)  were  released 
from  Massachusetts  correctional  facilities  during  1981.  Seventy-nine 
percent  of  those  released  were  paroled  with  the  remainder  being  discharged 
During  1981,   9%  were  released  from  maximum  security,   41%  from  medium 
security,   10%  from  minimum  and  41%  from  pre-release  centers. 

The  overall  recidivism  rate  for  the  1981  releases  was  24%.     The  rate 
varied  by  the  institution  released  from  and  ranged  from  36%  from  a  maximum 
security  facility,   28%  from  medium  security  to  18%  from  the  pre-release 
f aci lities . 


*  A  companion  study  providing  the  same  information  for  offenders  released 
from  pre-release  facilities  follows. 
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Statistical  Tables  Describing  the  Background  Characteristics 
and  Recidivism  Rates  for  Releases  From  Massachusetts 
Pre-Release  Facilities  During  1981 

#263 


December,   1983  Lawrence  T.  Williams 


This  report  is  a  statistical  description  of  characteristics  of 
offenders  released  to  the  streets  from  Massachusetts  pre-release 
facilities  during  1981  with  corresponding  recidivism  rates.  A 
recidivist  is  defined  as  any  offender  who  returns  to  a  state  or  federal 
correctional  institution,   or  to  a  house  of  correction  or  jail  for  30  • 
days  or  more.     The  follow-up  period  is  one  year  from  the  date  of  the  f 
offender's  release  to  the  community.     In  this  report,  statistics  are 
presented  for  releases  from  each  of  the  pre-release  facilities  (577 
House,  Coolidge  II,  Temporary  Housing  Program,  Shirley,  Boston  State, 
Coolidge,  Brooke,  South  Middlesex  Pre-Release,  Park  Drive,  Lancaster, 
Charlotte  House,  Hillside  and  Norfolk  Pre-Release) .  Additionally, 
information  is  presented  for  releases  in  two  other  categories.  The 
first  category,    "Drug  Rehab"   includes  those  released  from  four  drug 
programs   CSpectrum  House,  Meridian,  Boston  VA  Hosptial,   and  Third  Nail)  . 
The  second  category,   "non-pre-release" ,   includes  maximum,  medium  and 
minimum  security  releases . 

A  total  of  1,032  offenders  were  released  from  DOC  facilities 
during  1981.     Of  those,   420   C41%)  were  released  from  pre-release 
centers  including  state  pre-release  and  contract  pre-release  facilities. 

While  the  overall  recidivism  rate  for  the  1981  releases  was  24%, 
it  was  18%  for  the  pre-release  facilities .     This  was  3  percentage  points 
higher  than  the  rate  of  15%  for  the  1980  releases  from  these  facilities. 
Additionally  the  rate  was  lower  for  state-run  pre-release  centers  (14%) 
than  for  those  that  are  contracted  (21%) . 
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I.  INTRODUCTION 


During  1984,  the  Research  Unit  of  the  Massachusetts  Department  of 
Correction  (DOC)  conducted  several  special  research  projects  and  produced  a 
number  of  statistical  reports  describing  the  DOC  prison  population.  This  report 
presents  a  review  of  the  research  that  stemmed  from  these  projects  and  from 
annual  updates.  The  abstracts  summarize  specific  findings  from  each  of  the 
studies  and  statistical  reports  cited. 

This  report  is  divided  into  two  sections  reflecting  the  different  areas  of 
research  conducted  by  the  Reseach  Unit  during  1984.  The  first  section  includes 
abstracts  of  findings  from  special  projects  completed  in  1984.  The  second  section 
covers  a  series  of  statistical  descriptions  of  the  state  prison  population. 

Studies  summarized  in  the  first  section  analyze  selected  prison  populations  or 
DOC  sponsored  programs.  The  first  paper  in  this  section  deals  with  patterns  of 
enrollment  in  vocational  and  academic  education  programs  during  incarceration  in 
the  Massachusetts  Correctional  Institution  (MCI)  at  Norfolk.  The  second  study 
examines  the  characteristics  of  offenders  committed  to  county  jails  and  houses  of 
correction  for  driving  while  intoxicated,  and  assesses  the  impact  of  the  1982  drunk 
driving  legislation  on  trends  in  commitments  for  this  offense.  The  third  paper  in 
this  section  describes  and  analyzes  recidivism  research  carried  out  by  correctional 
agencies  throughout  the  United  States  and  Canada.  The  fourth  study  evaluates 
three  contract  drug  treatment  programs  available  to  inmates  at  MCI-Norfolk.  The 
final  report  in  this  first  section  is  an  analysis  of  the  impact  of  proposed 
presumptive  sentencing  legislation  on  state  and  country  correctional  populations. 

The  second  set  of  papers  consists  of  eight  statistical  reports  which  the 
Research  Unit  produces  annually.  The  reports  present  updated  information  on  the 
status  and  characteristics  of  the  state  and  county  prison  populations.  The  first  in 
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the  series  of  reports  is  a  census  of  the  prison  population  as  of  Januay  1,  1984.  The 
next  two  reports  deal  with  court  commitments  to  correctional  facilities  during  the 
previous  year:  one  raport  presents  information  on  commitments  to  the  state  prison 
system,  and  the  other  deals  with  commitments  to  county  houses  of  correction.  The 
three  reports  which  follow  the  commitment  reports  document  movement  of  the 
prison  population  during  the  previous  year.  One  of  the  reports  deals  with  the 
number  and  outcomes  of  furlough  (temporary  releases)  granted  during  1983; 
another  describes  the  population  released  to  the  street  in  1983;  and  the  third 
documents  internal  movement  and  movement  into  and  out  of  the  prison  system 
during  that  year.  The  last  two  reports  of  this  set  present  recidivism  rates  for 
releases  from  DOC  institutions  during  1982.  One  paper  reports  recidivism  rates  for 
1982  releases  from  maximum,  medium  and  minimum  security  institutions,  and  the 
other  details  recidivism  rates  of  1982  releases  from  specific  pre-release  facilities. 
Information  in  each  of  the  eight  annual  reports  is  institution-specific;  that  is,  the 
data  are  reported  by  the  institution  where  the  population  is  resident,  released 
from,  or  admitted  to.  Consequently,  information  on  commitments,  counts,  and 
movements  is  available  for  the  entire  correctional  system  as  well  as  individual 
institutions. 

Copies  of  the  full  reports  and  studies  may  be  obtained  by  writing  to: 

Research  Unit 

Massachusetts  Department  of  Correction 
100  Cambridge  Street,  Room  2110 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02202 
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0.  EVALUATIVE  AND  DESCRIPTIVE  STUDIES 


Patterns  of  Enrollment  in  Adult  Education 
Programs  During  Incarceration 


#266 

May  1984  Linda  K.  Holt 


This  study  examines  enrollment  patterns  in  vocational  and  academic 
programs  over  a  four  month  period  at  the  Massachusetts  Correctional  Institution 
(MCI)  at  Norfolk.  The  purpose  of  this  research  was  to  compare  offenders  who 
participate  in  educational  programs  with  those  who  do  not  and  identify  differences 
between  participants  who  remain  in  programs  and  those  who  withdraw. 

There  were  1,196  inmates  in  the  sample  of  whom  499  (42  percent)  were 
participants  in  educational  programs.  At  the  end  of  the  study  period  149  (30 
percent)  of  the  499  participants  were  still  enrolled  in  courses,  and  187  (37  percent) 
had  withdrawn  from  courses.  The  most  noteworthy  differences  were  found 
between  participants  and  non-participants  in  the  adult  education  programs.  There 
were  no  differences  found  between  those  offenders  who  tended  to  complete 
educational  programs  and  those  who  withdrew. 

The  study  identified  six  factors  which  distinguished  participants  from  non- 
participants  in  the  educational  programs:  minority  status,  age,  type  of  sentence, 
criminal  history,  level  of  education,  and  recency  of  transfer  to  MCI-Norfolk. 
Minority  offenders  were  more  likely  to  participate  than  non-minority  offenders. 
Moreover,  minority  offenders  were  more  likely  to  enroll  in  academic  courses  while 
non-minority  offenders  were  more  Jikely  to  enroll  in  vocational  courses.  In 
general,  participants  were  younger,  more  likely  to  be  serving  Concord  sentences, 
and  less  likely  to  have  an  extensive  criminal  history  than  non-participants. 
Participation  rates  were  lowest  among  recent  transfers  to  the  institution  and 
among  inmates  who  had  been  at  MCI-Norfolk  for  long  periods  of  time.  Finally, 
offenders  with  less  education  and  work  experience  were  more  likely  to  enroll  in 
academic  courses,  while  those  with  higher  levels  of  schooling  and  training  were 
more  likely  to  enroll  in  vocational  courses. 
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County  Commitments  for  Driving  Under 
the  Influence  of  Alcohol  1976  to  19S3 


#267 

June  198*  Lawrence  T.  Williams 


Legislation  passed  in  September  1982  increased  the  penalties  for  operating  a 
motor  vehicle  while  under  the  influence  of  intoxicating  liquors.  The  act  stipulated 
mandatory  jail  sentences  for  repeat  offenders.  This  study  examined  commitments 
to  county  jails  and  houses  of  correction  for  driving  while  intoxicated  (DWI)  between 
1976  and  1983.  The  purpose  of  the  study  was  to  gauge  the  impact  of  the  new  drunk 
driving  law  on  county  commitments  and  to  develop  a  profile  of  convicted 
offenders. 

Between  1976  and  1983  county  commitments  for  driving  under  the  influence 
increased  dramatically  from  46  commitments  in  1976  to  2372  commitments  in 
1983.  The  greatest  increase  occurred  between  1981  and  1982  when  commitments 
for  this  offense  rose  342  percent.  A  comparison  of  the  first  16  months  after 
passage  of  the  new  law  with  the  preceding  16  months  revealed  an  overall  increase 
of  173  percent  in  DWI  commitments.  The  increase  in  commitments  for  driving 
under  the  influence  occurred  across  all  counties  although  the  percent  change  varied 
from  one  county  to  the  next. 

After  passage  of  the  new  law  counties  not  only  experienced  an  increase  in 
DWI  commitments,  but  DWI  offenders  became  an  increasing  percentage  of  all 
county  commitments.  During  1983  DWI  commitments  represented  25  percent  of  all 
county  commitments  whereas  in  1980  they  comprised  only  four  percent. 

Offenders  committed  for  driving  under  the  influence  were  found  to  be  older, 
better  educated,  more  likely  to  be  married  or  previously  married,  and  serve  shorter 
sentences  than  other  county  commitments.  Almost  half  of  the  DWI  commitments 
(48  percent)  received  a  sentence  of  less  than  one  month  between  1976  and  1983; 
during  1983  alone,  37  percent  received  a  sentence  of  seven  days. 
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A  Survey  of  Recidivism  Research  in 
the  United  States  and  Canada 


#268 

July  198*  Dallas  Miller 


This  study  presents  an  overview  of  recidivism  research  conducted  by 
correctional  agencies  and  authorities  throughout  the  United  States  and  Canada.  A 
survey  was  undertaken  in  order  to  explore  the  various  ways  recidivism  research  is 
conducted,  to  examine  the  conceptualization  of  recidivism,  and  to  place  the 
research  program  in  Massachusetts  within  the  context  of  these  other  efforts. 

The  report  analyzes  the  research  in  terms  of  the  official  definition  of 
"recidivism",  the  objective  measures  of  recidivism,  the  source  of  information  used 
by  a  research  agency,  and  the  population  studied.  Recidivism  research  generally 
focuses  on  repeat  offenders  and  rates  of  reincarceration. 

All  of  the  67  correctional  agencies  contacted  responded  to  the  survey. 
Twenty  of  the  agencies  conducted  no  recidivism  research;  fourteen  collected  data 
only  on  prior  incarcerations  or  prior  commitments  to  the  agency;  and  thirty-three 
conducted  follow-up  research  on  returns  after  release  from  the  agency.  The  report 
elaborates  on  the  essential  differences  between  research  on  returns  and  research 
on  commitments  and  the  implications  of  applying  these  two  approaches.  In 
addition,  the  report  presents  a  detailed  description  of  the  research  on  returns. 
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Norfolk  Drug  Treatment  Programs:  A  Process  Evaluation 

#276 

September  198*  Ann  Marie  Rocheleau 


This  study  presents  the  results  of  a  process  evaluation  of  the  three  drug 
treatment  programs  at  MCI-Norfolk  —  the  SPAN,  YTT  and  CASH  programs.  The 
results  include  a  description  of  program  participants,  attendance  levels,  budget  and 
personnel,  the  treatment  mode,  and  program  processes.  Perception  of  the  merits 
of  the  programs,  their  level  of  effectiveness,  and  their  image  within  the  prison  are 
also  examined.  Finally,  the  report  addresses  the  pros  and  cons  of  allowing  outside, 
community-based  drug  treatment  programs  to  provide  services  to  inmates  within 
the  prison  and  discusses  the  likelihood  of  future  research  on  the  subject. 

The  main  objective  of  each  of  the  programs  is  to  help  inmates  with  drug- 
related  problems  and  to  provide  support  for  them  to  become  and  remain  drug-free. 
SPAN,  however,  places  more  emphasis  on  the  re-entry  services.  All  three 
programs  utilize  the  same  basic  treatment  mode  —  the  group  therapy  or  self-help 
approach.  The  primary  service  to  inmates  is  the  weekly  group  session  lasting  one 
to  two  hours.  SPAN  and  CASH  provide  a  limited  amount  of  individual  counseling 
and  SPAN  offers  re-entry  services. 

The  three  programs  served  only  a  small  minority  of  inmates  at  Norfolk. 
Monthly  attendance  sheets  revealed  that  SPAN  served  128  different  inmates, 
CASH  served  15,  and  YTT  served  30  during  the  1983  calendar  year.  Together  the 
173  inmates  represented  seven  percent  of  all  inmates  at  Norfolk  during  1983. 

Profiles  of  program  participants  revealed  that  the  programs  attracted 
different  types  of  inmates.  Participants  in  CASH  tended  to  be  white,  serving  long 
sentences  mostly  for  person-offenses.  Most  of  the  YTT  participants  were  black 
inmates,  who  were  somewhat  older  than  other  participants  and  had  extensive  drug 
and  criminal  histories.  Participants  in  SPAN  tended  to  be  younger,  have  shorter 
sentences,  and  be  within  one  year  of  their  parole  eligibility  dates. 
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An  Estimate  of  the  Impact  of  the  Uniform  Sentencing 
and  Correction  Act  on  the  Massachusetts 
Correctional  System 

May  198*  Francis  J.  Carney 

Linda  K.  Holt 


In  March,  1984,  Governor  Michael  S.  Dukakis  filed  the  Uniform  Sentencing 
and  Correction  Act  (H.  5537).  A  main  purpose  of  the  legislation  was  to  promote 
greater  uniformity  in  sentencing.  The  bill  provided  for  recodification  of  offenses 
against  the  person  and  established  a  classification  of  crimes  ranging  from  an  A  to  F 
felony  and  an  a  and  b  misdemeanor.  Each  class  of  crimes  was  associated  with  a 
presumptive  sentencing  range. 

The  bill  creates  a  system  of  negotiated  programming  and  classification  within 
the  Department  of  Correction.  This  approach  would  facilitate  an  offender's 
participation  in  rehabilitation  programs  and  would  make  more  predictable  his 
movement  through  the  correctional  system.  Parole  would  be  retained,  but  the 
authority  of  the  Parole  3oard  to  release  offenders  sentenced  for  crimes  against  the 
person  would  be  limited.  Good  conduct  time  would  reduce  a  sentence  by  seven 
days  for  each  month  of  time  served  with  satisfactory  behavior. 

This  report  estimates  the  impact  of  the  Governor's  Uniform  Sentencing  bill 
on  the  prison  populations  in  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Correction  and  the 
county  correctional  system.  The  method  used  for  estimating  the  impact  of  the 
presumptive  sentencing  legislation  on  the  correctional  population  was  to  project 
the  population  over  the  next  several  years  under  existing  sentencing  statutes,  and 
then  to  make  another  set  of  projections  based  on  modified  assumptions  derived 
from  the  new  provisions  of  the  presumptive  sentencing  bill. 

It  was  estimated  that  the  peak  population  under  presumptive  sentencing 
would  be  509  inmates  higher  than  the  peak  population  under  existing  sentencing 
statutes. 

This  impact  analysis  has  become  an  ongoing  enterprise  in  order  to  account  for 
current  population  figures  as  these  data  become  available  and  to  account  for 
revisions  to  the  presumptive  sentencing  legislation  as  they  are  proposed. 
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HI.  ANNUAL  STATISTICAL  REPORTS 


A  Statistical  Description  of  Residents  of  the 
Massachusetts  Correctional  Institutions 
on  January  1,  198* 

#269 

July  198*  Linda  K.  Holt 

This  report  is  a  census  of  the  population  in  state  correctional  facilities  in  the 
Department  of  Correction  (DOC)  on  January  1,  198*.  The  report  contains 
information  on  present  offense,  personal  background,  criminal  history,  and  furlough 
participation  of  the  residents.  The  statistics  are  presented  in  two  sections:  the 
first  section  describes  the  DOC  population  in  facilities  with  no  pre-release 
component  and  the  second  section  describes  the  DOC  population  in  facilities  with  a 
pre-release  component. 

There  were  *,*82  individuals  incarcerated  in  the  state  correctional  system  on 
January  1,  198*.  This  represents  a  three  percent  increase  over  the  population  on 
January  1,  1983.  Of  these  residents,  677  (15  percent)  were  in  maximum  security 
institutions,  258*  (58  percent)  in  medium  security  institutions,  and  1221  (27 
percent)  in  minimum  security  institutions  or  pre-release  centers.  The  majority  (69 
percent)  were  serving  Walpole  (prison)  sentences  with  a  median  minimum  sentence 
of  nine  years;  26  percent  were  serving  Concord  (reformatory)  sentences  with  a 
median  maximum  sentence  of  10  years;  and  five  percent  were  sentenced  to 
Framingham.  More  of  the  Framingham  residents  were  serving  time  for  county 
sentences  (*8  percent)  than  for  prison  sentences  (33  percent).  There  were  615  (1* 
percent)  lifers  in  the  198*  census. 

Residents  were  most  likely  to  be  serving  sentences  for  offenses  against  the 
person  (63  percent)  or  property  offenses  (16  percent).  The  most  frequently 
committed  offense  was  armed  robbery  (2*  percent). 

The  population  was  predominately  male  (95  percent),  white  (66  percent),  and 
single  (63  percent).  The  median  age  at  incarceration  was  25  years  old  and  the 
median  education  level  was  tenth  grade.  Twenty-five  percent  had  a  history  of 
commitments  to  a  juvenile  authority  and  55  percent  had  at  least  one  prior 
incarceration  as  an  adult. 

A  minority  of  the  population  (28  percent)  partipated  in  the  furlough  program 
during  their  current  commitment.  Of  the  furlough  participants,  only  four  percent 
(5*  individuals)  had  furlough  escapes  during  the  current  commitment. 
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1983  Court  Commitments  to  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Correction 


#270 

August  1984  Linda  K.  Holt 


This  report  is  a  statistical  description  of  individuals  committed  by  the  courts 
to  a  term  of  incarcerations  in  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Correction  (DOC) 
during  1983.  The  report  includes  all  new  court  commitments  as  well  as 
incarcerations  which  began  as  new  sentences  during  the  year  (forthwith  and  from- 
and-after  sentences).  If  an  individual  was  committed  to  DOC  more  than  once 
during  1983,  each  commitment  was  counted  as  a  separate  event  and,  hence,  a 
separate  case.  The  report  presents  information  on  present  offense,  personal 
characteristics,  and  criminal  history  of  admissions  from  the  courts. 

The  2,035  commitments  in  1983  represent  a  two  percent  increase  over  the 
2,003  commitments  in  1982.  There  were  755  commitments  to  Walpole,  646 
commitments  to  Concord,  and  634  commitments  to  Framingham.  Overall  there 
was  a  four  percent  decline  in  male  commitments  to  Walpole  and  Concord  and  a  15 
percent  increase  in  female  commitments  to  Framingham  between  1982  and  1983. 

The  median  minimum  sentence  for  Walpole  commitments  was  six  years;  the 
median  maximum  sentence  for  Concord  commitments  was  ten  years;  and  the 
median  sentence  for  Framingham  commitments  was  less  than  one  year.  Sentence 
lengths  were  similar  to  those  in  1982.  Offenses  against  the  person  and  sex  offenses 
accounted  for  50  percent  of  all  commitments.  Armed  robbery  was  the  single  most 
common  offense.  The  proportion  of  commitments  for  drug  offenses  decreased 
between  1982  and  1983. 

The  majority  of  commitments  were  white  (69  percent);  66  percent  were 
single;  44  percent  came  form  the  Boston  SMSA;  most  had  limited  work  experience 
concentrated  in  the  areas  of  manual  labor  and  services;  and  28  percent  had  a  self- 
reported  history  of  drug  use.  The  median  education  level  was  eleventh  grade  and 
median  age  at  commitment  was  25  years,  the  same  as  prior  years.  Fifty-four 
percent  were  serving  their  first  adult  incarceration. 


11 


Commitments  to  Massachusetts  County  Facilities 
During  1983 

#265 

May  1984  Lawrence  T.  Williams 

This  report  presents  a  description  of  the  population  committed  to 
Massachusetts  county  facilities  (jails  and  houses  of  correction)  during  1983.  The 
report  includes  information  on  operating  expenditures  and  average  yearly 
population  of  the  county  correctional  systems  as  well  as  commitment  figures, 
offense  and  sentence  information,  and  personal  characteristics  of  the 
commitments.  With  the  exception  of  Deer  Island;  and  Charles  Street  Jail— the 
Suffolk  County  house  of  correction  and  jail,  respectively—the  statistics  reported 
for  a  county  combine  the  house  of  correction  and  jail  figures.  Due  to  the  small 
number  of  offenders  sentenced  to  jails,  most  of  the  county  figures  reflect  house  of 
correction  commitments.  All  information  in  the  paper  is  reported  by  the  county 
facility  receiving  the  commitments. 

During  1983  9,617  individuals  were  committed  to  county  facilities.  This 
represents  a  13  percent  increase  over  the  number  of  commitments  in  1982.  Nearly 
half  of  the  commitments  C*7  percent)  were  sentened  to  three  institutions  — 
Billerica  (19  percent),  Worcester  (16  percent),  and  Springfield  (12  percent).  Most 
of  the  commitments  (92  percent)  were  sentenced  from  District  Courts.  The 
majority  of  individuals  (88  percent)  were  committed  for  property  and  other  non- 
person  offenses.  Commitments  for  operating  a  motor  vehicle  while  intoxicated 
increased  by  82  percent  from  1982  to  '983.  Sixty-five  percent  of  those  committed 
to  county  facilities  were  sentenced  to  serve  three  months  or  less,  including 
commitments  in  lieu  of  fines. 

The  median  age  of  those  committed  in  1983  was  25  years  old,  and  the  median 
grade  completed  in  school  was  the  eleventh  grade.  Almost  ail  of  the  commitments 
were  male,  and  the  majority  were  single  (68  percent). 
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Population  Movements  in  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Correction  During  1983 

#271 

September  1984  Patricia  Tobin 

The  annual  movement  report  is  a  compilation  of  all  admissions  and  releases 
into  and  out  of  Massachusetts  Department  of  Correction  (DOC)  facilities  during 
1983.  The  report  presents  information  on  types  of  admissions  and  releases 
including:  new  court  commitments,  paroles,  returns  on  parole  violation, 
discharges,  escapes,  deaths,  transfers  to  other  correctional  facilities  both  within 
the  state  and  outside  of  the  state,  and  trips  to  hospitals  and  courts.  The  statistics 
on  various  types  of  movement  are  summarized  by  specific  institution  or 
institutional  group. 

At  the  beginning  of  1983  the  population  in  custody  of  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Correction  was  4473;  at  the  end  of  1983  the  population  count  had 
risen  to  4605,  an  increase  of  132  individuals  or  three  percent  during  the  year. 
There  was  a  total  of  23,844  moves  during  1983;  admissions  were  only  slightly 
greater  than  the  number  of  releases  that  year.  The  average  number  of  moves  per 
inmate  was  three.-  Inter-institutional  transfers  comprised  the  majority  of 
admissions  and  releases  during  the  year. 

There  was  a  total  of  11,988  admission  movements  of  all  types  into 
institutions  during  1983.  This  represented  a  six  percent  increase  over  such 
movements  in  1982.  The  breakdown  by  specific  type  of  move  indicates  that 
increases  occurred  among  institutional  transfers  (eight  percent),  individuals 
received  on  a  from  and  after  sentence  (79  percent),  and  returns  from  escape  (18 
percent);  decreases  occurred  among  returns  on  parole  violations  (five  percent). 
New  court  commitments  remained  about  the  same  in  1983  and  1982. 

There  were  11,856  movements  out  of  DOC  institutions  during  1983,  an  11 
percent  increase  from  the  previous  year.  Much  of  the  increase  in  releases  can  be 
attributed  to  relatively  more  paroles  to  the  street  which  increased  by  47  percent  in 
one  year  from  957  paroles  in  1982  to  1,406  in  1983.  The  number  of  escapes 
decreased  from  275  escapes  in  1982  to  257  in  1983,  a  decrease  of  six  percent. 
Other  types  of  releases  remained  stable  over  the  two  year  period. 
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A  Statistical  Description  of  Releases  from 
the  Massachusetts  Correction  Institutions  During  19S3 

#273 

November  1984  Ann  Marie  Rocheleau 


This  report  presents  a  statistical  description  of  the  characteristics  of 
individuals  released  to  the  street  from  facilities  of  the  Massachusetts  Department 
of  Correction  (DOC)  during  1983.  The  tables  contain  information  on  the  nature  of 
the  commitment  offense,  personal  background  characteristics,  criminal  history, 
furlough  program  participation,  and  release  characteristics  for  all  individuals 
released  to  the  street  from  Massachusetts  correctional  facilities.  Only  those 
individuals  who  were  released  to  the  street  by  authority  of  the  Parole  Board,  by 
expiration  of  sentence  or  by  discharge  are  included  in  the  report.  Individuals  who 
were  released  more  than  once  during  1983  are  treated  as  multiple  cases. 

During  1983  there  were  1,976  individuals  released  to  the  street  from  DOC 
facilities.  This  represents  an  increase  of  37  percent  over  the  number  released  in 
1982.  Walpole  commitments  represented  29  percent  of  all  releases;  Concord 
commitments  represented  42  percent  of  all  releases;  and  Framingham 
commitments  represented  29  percent  of  all  releases.  Almost  three-fourths  of  the 
releases  were  male  and  over  one-fourth  were  female.  Thirty-one  percent  of  the 
releases  were  black  and  68  percent  were  white.  Overall,  52  percent  of  the  releases 
had  prior  incarcerations  in  a  state  or  county  institution  as  an  adult. 

The  report  presents  many  of  the  statistics  by  the  sex  of  the  released 
offenders  because  males  and  females  were  found  to  differ  on  most  release 
characteristics.  These  differences  can  be  largely  attributed  to  the  type  of 
sentences  served.  Eighty-six  percent  of  the  females  released  were  serving  county 
sentences,  and  13  percent  were  serving  state  sentences.  Almost  all  of  the  males 
released  were  serving  state  sentences.  Among  males,  62  percent  were  released 
from  minimum  security  and  pre-release  centers,  and  38  percent  were  released  from 
higher  security  institutions.  Among  females,  12  percent  were  released  from  lower 
security,  and  88  percent  were  released  from  secure  institutions.  The  majority  of 
men  tended  to  be  released  by  parole  (84  percent),  while  the  majority  of  women 
tended  to  be  released  by  expiration  of  sentence  or  good  conduct  discharge  (63 
percent).  A  greater  proportion  of  men  (20  percent)  than  women  (four  percent) 
were  released  following  a  return  on  a  parole  violation. 
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1983  Yearly  Statistical  Report  of 
the  Furlough  Program 


#272 

October  198*  Patricia  Tobin 


The  furlough  program  has  been  in  operation  in  the  Massachusetts  Department 
of  Correction  (DOC)  since  November  6,  1972.  This  report  presents  a  statistical 
description  of  the  number,  distribution,  and  outcomes  of  the  furloughs  granted  in 
1983,  and  a  trend  analysis  of  participation  in  the  furlough  program  since  its 
inception.  The  analysis  is  divided  into  two  sections.  The  first  section  contains 
relevant  furlough  statistics  for  1983.  The  second  section  presents  a  brief  overview 
of  the  furlough  program  and  provides  comparisons  of  furlough  characteristics  over 
a  10  to  12  year  period. 

From  January  1,  1983  to  December  31,  1983  a  total  of  6,710  furloughs  were 
granted.  The  actual  number  of  individuals  furloughed  was  1,295.  For  every  1,000 
furloughs  granted,  three  ended  in  escape  (a  resident  failing  to  return  to  a 
correctional  facility  within  two  hours  of  the  appointed  time  of  return).  Twenty 
individuals— less  than  two  percent  of  the  population  furloughed  —  were  declared  on 
furlough  escape  in  1983. 

A  total  of  88,523  furloughs  have  been  granted  between  the  inception  of  the 
program  and  the  end  of  1983.  During  that  period  606  of  those  furloughs  resulted  in 
escapes,  yielding  an  overall  furlough  escape  rate  of  0.7  percent  or  7  escapes  per 
1,000  furloughs.  Since  the  inception  of  the  furlough  program  a  gradual  decline  has 
occurred  in  the  actual  number  of  furloughs  granted,  the  number  of  individuals 
furloughed,  and  the  percentage  of  the  released  population  participating  in  the 
furlough  program  prior  to  release.  In  addition,  the  escape  rate  had  shown  a  parallel 
decline  during  the  same  period.  The  decline  in  furloughs  and  escape  rates  suggests 
that  greater  selectivity  may  have  been  exercised  in  the  granting  of  furloughs 
thereby  reducing  the  likelihood  of  escape.  While  1983  showed  a  slight  upturn  in 
each  of  the  furlough  statistics,  the  difference  between  the  1982  and  1983  rates  is 
not  great  enough  to  signal  a  reversal  in  furlough  trends. 
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Statistical  Tables  Describing  the  Background 
Characteristics  and  Recidivism  Rates  for  Releases 
from  Massachusetts  Correctional  Institutions  During  1982 

#274 

December  1984  Lawrence  T.  Williams 


This  report  is  the  first  of  a  two-part  series  on  the  recidivism  rates  of 
offenders  released  to  the  street  from  Massachusetts  correctional  institutions  (MCI) 
in  1982.  The  second  report  in  the  series  is  report  //275.  For  purposes  of  this 
report,  all  drug  contract  programs  and  pre-release  facilities  are  collapsed  into  the 
category  "pre-release."  A  description  of  released  offenders  and  recidivism  rates 
are  available  for:  men  released  from  MCI-Walpole,  MCI-Concord,  North  Central 
Correctional  Institution,  MCI-Norfolk,  Southeastern  Correctional  Center,  Bay 
State  Correctional  Center,  MCI-Plymouth  and  MCI-Warwick;  and  women  released 
from  MCI-Framingham. 

A  total  of  1,221  offenders  (918  males  and  303  females)  were  released  from  all 
correctional  facilities  in  1982.  Seventy-five  percent  were  paroled  and  the 
remainder  were  discharged.  Of  those  released,  467  men  and  255  women  were 
released  from  the  secure  institutions  listed  above. 

Information  in  this  report  includes  statistics  on  recidivism  rates  cross- 
tabulated  by  characteristics  of  release,  present  offense,  personal  background, 
criminal  history,  furlough  participation,  and  release  follow-up  for  the  1982  release 
population.  A  recidivist  is  defined  as  any  offender  who  returns  to  a  state  or 
federal  correctional  institution  or  to  a  house  of  correction  or  jail  for  30  days  or 
more.  Parole  violators  as  well  as  offenders  sentenced  for  new  crimes  are  included 
in  this  definition  of  a  recidivist.  The  recidivism  rate  (RR)  represents  the 
percentage  of  released  offenders  who  have  been  reincarcerated  within  a  year  of 
release. 

For  1982  releases  the  overall  recidivism  rate  was  23  percent,  slightly  less 
than  the  rate  for  1981  releases  (24  percent).  The  rate  varied  by  the  institution  of 
release,  ranging  from  41  percent  from  maximum  security  facilities  to  17  percent 
from  minimum  security  facilities. 
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Statistical  Tables  Describing  the  Background 
Characteristics  and  Recidivism  Rates  for 
Releases  from  Massachusetts  Pre-Release 
Facilities  During  1982 

#275 

December  198*  Lawrence  T.  Williams 


This  report  is  the  second  of  a  two  part  series  on  the  recidivism  rates  of 
offenders  released  to  the  street  from  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Correction 
(DOC)  in  1982.  The  companion  report  is  #274.  For  purposes  of  this  report  various 
state  and  contract  pre-release  facilities  are  identified  and  all  higher  security 
institutions  are  collasped  into  the  "non-pre-release"  category.  A  description  of 
released  offenders  and  recidivism  rates  are  available  for  offenders  released  from 
three  contract  drug  rehabilitation  programs  (Meridan  House,  Boston  VA  Hospital 
and  Third  Nail)  and  twelve  pre-release  centers:  577  House,  699  House  (Coolidge  II), 
Temporary  Housing  Project,  MCI-Shirley,  Boston  State  Pre-Release,  Coolidge 
House,  Brooke  House  (men  and  women),  South  Middlesex  Pre-Release,  Park  Drive 
Pre-Release,  MCI-Lancaster  (men  and  women),  Hillside  House  and  Norfolk  Pre- 
Release. 

A  total  of  1,221  offenders  (918  males  and  303  females)  were  released  from  all 
correctional  facilities  in  1982.  Seventy-five  percent  were  paroled  and  the 
remainder  were  discharged.  Of  those  released,  451  men  and  48  women  were 
released  from  the  pre-release  centers  listed  above. 

Information  in  this  report  includes  statistics  on  recidivism  rates  cross 
tabulated  by  characteristics  of  release,  present  offense,  personal  background, 
criminal  history,  furlough  participation,  and  release  follow-up  for  the  1982  release 
population.  A  recidivist  is  defined  as  any  offender  who  returns  to  a  state  or 
federal  prison  or  to  a  house  of  correction  or  jail  for  30  days  or  more.  Parole 
violators  as  well  as  offenders  sentenced  for  new  crimes  are  included  as  recidivists 
under  this  definition.  The  recidivism  rate  (RR)  represents  the  percentage  of 
released  offenders  who  have  been  reincarcerated  within  a  year  of  release. 

Among  the  1982  releases  the  overall  recidivism  rate  was  23  percent.  For 
pre-release  centers  the  overall  rate  was  17  percent,  but  the  rate  varied  from  15 
percent  for  state  pre-release  centers  to  20  percent  for  contract  pre-release 
facilities. 


17 


8060  oo, 


ACME 
BOOKBINDING  '  ,v- 


gtp    ft  ',990 

100  CAtft  ■••'>■-  •  - •  •'•^5r 
CrtARL£i>TO^N.  MASS. 


